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Her GRACE 


i, 


DUTCHESS 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


N Circumftances which put Men 
| beyond the polhibility of return- 
A. ing Benefits, it is a Felicity that 
they are not as well deprived "of 
Means to teſtifie their Gratitude. * : 


va 
And were it myHappine 


eſxthat the 
A.3 Dedt- 


T he Epi ftle Dedicatory. 


Dedication of this Book could con- 
tribute to produce as kind an Eifed& 
for me, Your Grace would be intitu- 
led to it by a manifold Claim and 
Right : Since as I began my growth 
in a Seminary of Learning plant- 
ed by the late Memorable Duke of 
Ormond, ſo | have continued 1t un- 
der the benign Influences of his Fa- 
mily, and the Fouſe of Beaufort, in 
YourGrace's Service ; and to theAd- 
vantages I have received from that, 
owe the All that I pretend to. 


But, Madam, I could never hope 
that ſo mean a Preſent as this T rea- 
tiſe, ſhould find Acceptance with 
Your Grace, as a Teſtimony of my 
profound Refpet and Gratitude, 
did not your eminent Practice of the 
Duty which it recommends, give 
me the aflurance that a Subject ſo 
agreeable to your Inclination, will 
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prevail with you to excuſe the 
weakneſs of my Performance, and 
that | am as happy as juft, in my 
Application to your Patronage 

For, Madam, the refined urity 
of your Life, which renders it the 
Subject of our Praiſe, as well as 
a Pattern for our imitation , con» 
firms us, that your Thoughts have 
been ſucceſsfully employ'd in the 
Care and Regulation of it ; and 
that, becauſe you want no Adma- 
nitions to remind you of a Bufineſs 
ſo pleaſing and familiar, you will 
encourage thoſe Endeavours that 
tend to make it as much the World's, 
as it is Your Grace's Practice. 


By this Piety; as exalted as your 


Quality, you make as glorious a 


Figure in the Church as 'in the 
Court, and are equally the Blef- 
{ing and the Ornament of thoſe Illu- | 
| A 4 {trious 
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-rious Families from which you 
are derived, and to whicd you are 
united ; but Your Grace is withal 
ſo Rudious to avoid the Applauſe 
- which you-deferve, that unleſs 1 
conld as eafily excuſe my felf- to 
your Modeſty and Humility, as 
thoſe and-your other Vertues would 
juſtifie me to the World, I muſt 

not attempt your Charatter , but 
_ paſs im ' filence the Perfections 
which endear you to all who have 
the Happineſs to know - you, and 
make them as zealous to divulge 
your Excellencies, as Your Grace 
is to conceal them. 


And though thus I ſeem unjuſt 
to Your Grace's Merit, 1 ſhall beit 
conſult my own intereſt , by tas 
means :; fince the moſt {ſucceisful 
Meafures I can take to obtain your 


Fardon , and Acceptance of - this 
| Addreſs, 
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Addreſs, will be not to mention 


the extraordinary Qualifications 
that require 1t from, 


7 MADAM, 


Your Grace's 


3 Moſt Dutiful Chaplain, 


Edm. Arwaker. 
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The Introduftion. 


own Image, did manifeſt, a;deſign 


\ S God, by creating Man after his 


L.A. of -exalring him to the. payticipa- 


\ ,.. -...tion of his:Bliſs ; ſo he fprniſhed 
hinz with means, , and chalked; him out 
a way, to arrive at the Sublime Enjoy- 
ment;:..... 74 nd: 

. And leſt the Everlaſting Pleaſures at 
God*s right Hand, ſhould not prevail op 
Man to entertain , his Appetite with its 
proper Obje, and perſuade him; to em- 

| B ploy 


2 Thoughts well Employ'd : Or, 


ploy his time in the purſuit and acqui- 
ſition of it ; What in itſelf was his Inte- 
reſt, became his Duty too by a Divine 
oma and was \enjoyned bin under 
the ſevere penalty of Miſeries to- puniſh 
his diſobedience, as great and laſting as the 
Joys that were to reward him for obey- 


mg. 8 © 5 , R 
Bur Mn, thoh aſſyk'd that his eternal 
HappinWs, or Rmne ina future Rate, de- 


pends upon the orderine his Converſation, 
or as it 151n the Original, the diſpoſing his 
Way aright,. in this preſent World; which 
alone 'ean-qualific him for ſecins the Satuu- 
ton" of God ; is yet, too often, fo ſtupid! 

inconſiderate, and brutiſhly inſenſible, that 
he never makes any. inquiry into his 
courſe .of life, never takes his Ways into 
ferious Conſideration, or at beſt, ve 

rarely thinks and reflets upon himſelf, 
What he does, and th what rode he tra- 


vels, whether his feet are in the Way of 


Life or Death, or whether Heaven or Hell 
will be his Journey end, and happineſs 
or miſery his Portion; but goes on till 
without looking back upon his paſt life, 
or forward to that' which is to 'come ; 
thus he walks in darkneſs and knows not 
whitht# he 20es, and while like Solotywor's 
Fool, his eyes, which ſhould be '7 his 

head, 
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The Duty of Self-Obſervation. 3 
herd, are employ'd in the ends of the Earth, 
he is a ſtranger at home, and unacquainted 
with Iimſclt. | | 

This Inconfideration and Incogittaney oCa 
calion'd that aſſertion of the Pſalmiſt, Max 
that is in Honor and unaderſtanaeth zot, is 
like the Beaſts. that periſh. Pſ. 49. 20. 
Nay it degrades him to a ſtate below 
the level with Brutes, ſince the Ox #nows 
his owner, and the Aſs his Maſter*s Crib, but 
= unthinking animal Man aorh not conſis 

er. | 

Of this lethargick temper and condition, 
we'have a lively repreſentation in the Pro- 
digal Son, St. Lake 15, He demands hts 
Portion of his Father, not conſidering that 
if was in better hands, where it would-be 
managed to moſt advantage, and- that he 
could not truſt it with a worſe Steward 
than himſelf ; he leaves the eaſe and plen- 
ty of his Father's Houſe, not foreſeeing 


what different uſage he ſhall find in a 


Stranger*s Family ; he takes his jorrney its 
to a far Countrey, not caring how he ſhall 
return ; and conſumes his Subſt ance ins ris 
tous living, regardleſs whence he ſhall re- 
ceive ſupplies : Nay, he takes upat. laſt 
with the ſordid and deſpicable employ- 
ment of feeding Swine, without obſerving 
how like his charge. he was, or rather 

B 2 more 


4 Thoughts well Employd : Or, 
more filthy and deteſtable. And had | he 
been admitted to their Meſs, and allow?*d 
to fill himſelf with the +us+&s that were 
thrown to them, he had perhaps continu- 
ed in that wretched ftate, without hope, 
or deſign of altering his condition. - But 
when Hunger pinched him, and no' man 
ofter*d to relieve him, and he could nor-a- 
mong all thoſe Hhoriſh Women, who had 
reduced him to want: a Morfel of Bread, 
find one to' entertain him with that poor 
repaſt ; this brought him to himſelf, to-re- 
feEt on his folly and his miſery, to think 
how many hired Servants of his Fatherthad 
meat though and to ſpare, while he periſhed 
for: want of neceſſary ood, and yet was 
forced ro:a molt Servile drudgery to earn 
what would not fatisfe- a moderate Ap» 
petite. - This remembrance of his Father's 
Hoy!e, begets in him a refolution to'/be-no 
more a ftranger to himſelf, or thaz:;' but to 
ariſe and return thither 3 to acknowledge 
his tranſgreſſhon, and beg'his Father's par- 
don, 'and re-admiſſion! to his favour, and 
his family, though in the capacity only of a 
menial Servant. | PIR 

- Ehis::return met with ſucceſs beyond 

- ns; expectation, he no ſooner came to; him- 
— aff,,and within his Father's» ſight; - but 

the indulgent Parent took CITI on 

Meta, im, 
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him; fell on his neck and kiſſe& him, cal- 
kd for the beſt Robe to cloath him, 'order- 
ed a Ring to be put upon his finger; and 
{hoes upon his tect, and kilPd the fatted 
Calt ro-entertain'him, to rejoyce and make _ 
merry : for Jus recovery. | 
' And it-we pitied his miſery , we cannot 
but congratulate his good. fortune, our 
grief 'to ſee him among the Swine, muſt 
be turned to joy to find him at his Father's 
Table. And then if a worſe ſtupidity than 
his, has not invaded us, we ſhall learn to 
20 and do likewiſe, to think upon our ways, 
inquire and look into our ſelves, that ma- 
king a timely diſcovery of the errors and 
corruptions there, we may ſeriouſly addreſs 
our ſelves to reform. and cleanſe them,. by 
an early application of the moſt appo- 
fite remedies. For ſure the great dan- 
ger of neglecting this duty, of Self-re- 
flection, .and the as great benefit of putting 
it ſpeedily into ——_— will prevail on us 
not .to diſmiſs -it to another opportunity, 
but awake and rouze us from the ſleep of 
death, if we would be turned from darkneſs, 
into light, from the power of Satan, unto God; 
It wewould no longer continue in the itn» 
piety, nor incur the puniſhment, of cloſe 
Hypocriſie, or unmasked prophaneneſs, but 
triumph. in the Verrue and:the Reward” of 
Ul. B 3 __ right@@ 


6. Thoughts well Employ'd : Or, 


rightcouſneG and true holineſs ; we muſt 
think. «pon our ways, and tarp our feet unto 
God's Teſtimonies. | 

This 15 the Betheſds to which they, 


whoſe Souls are under Spiritual _—_— 


ons, muſt come, to lift up the hands whic 
hang down, to confirms the feeble knees, and to 
firevethen the things that are ready to aye ; 
that ſhaking off their lazineſs or formality 
in holy duties, they may be quickned in 
xighteouſneſs, and recover their former vi- 
29ur and aftivity , nay the benign light 
and influence of God's Spirit ; which by 
aliepating themſelves from him, they had 
proyok'd him to withdraw. 

Thus by niaking freight paths for their 
feet, that which is /ame ſhall be healed, and 
no more turxed out of the way. 

This was the courſe and method taken 
by the Mar after God's -own heart, as we 
have it from himſelf, .P/. 119. 59.. I 
thought "upon my ways , and turned my feet 
re, thy Teſtimonies, What the ways 
were that employ*d his thought and recol, 
lection,. we may learn from his wiſh that 
they were.made ſa direft, that he mighs 
keep God's Statutes, wer. 5. Meaning an 
Exact adjuſtment of his liſe to the perfeQti» 
ea of that Ruje, from-which he had never 
greatly fwerved, but. in his injurious 


dealing 
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| _ dealing with Uriab; ſince the Gacred Ora* 
cles have given him this Character , that 
he did that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, and turned not aſide from auy thin 
that he commanded him, all the days of his lifs 
« fave only in that matter, 1 Kyugs 15. 5. 
which we find to be the chief Subject of 
his complaint, and the penitential acknow- 
ledgments of his fraulty, with which the 
Plalter does abound. 

He took no care to make a Covenant with 
his Eyes, or deſire God" to turn them away 
from beholding Vanity, but from the roof of 
his Pallace ſaw Bathſheba waſhing herſelf, 
& and finding the Woman was wery beautiful 
1 to look upon, feaſted his ſight with the un- 
lawful ones, not foreſeeing what a pe- 
nance it ſhould undergo for that excurſi- 
ON. 

Nor were his eyes more eager in look- 
ing, than his tongue in inquiring after Vr- 
&-s Wife,and he takes her to his Houſe and 
Bed, without conſidering how injurious he 
was to God, his Neighbour, and himſelf, by 
his laſcivious dalliance there, or that'the 
Scene would ſoon be changed from that di- 
verſion, to water it with his tears.” i 

And when the effe& of his unchaſte em- 
braces was ready to diſcover the Adultery, 
of he adds Murder, to prevent it,not confider- 

2 B 4 Ing \ 
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8 Thoughts well Employd : Of, 
ing how Much of his caſe and . quiet he 
mult Sacrifice to expiate the guilt, and ſtill _ 
the crying of Uriah's. bloud. But. when 
Nathan, 1n a Parable, had brought him ta 
a ſenſe and abhorrence of the injuſtice and 
impiety of ſuch doings, and to paſs ſen- 
tence-on the Offender, and then inform'd 
him'that.he was the guilty Perſon, whom 
his own -mouth had condemn*'d to dye; 
then he began to make a:{ſharp reflection on 
himſelf,. and cry, I have ſinned againſt the 
Lord; and then he receives this Abſolution, 
the Lord alſa hath put away thy ſiz, thou ſhalt 
not dye, *2. SAM. 12.' 13. 

But,” alas! what would it have availed 
him to: think upox his ways, unleſs that re- 
flection had produced the happy reſult of 
turning. his feet unto God”s Teſtimonies ?:he 
might think upon them, and be never the 
farther from perſiſting -1n them ;- nay,” he 
mightthink upon them ſo as to repeat in 
his. thoughts the impiety. of his aCtions, 
and-'teed ;his. luſtful fancy by chewing the 
Cud with. pleaſure ; but it was not fo he 
thouglit upon them, not {lightly or (tiper- 
ficially, :not with complacency and fatis- 
faction ; but, he thought upcn the great 
wickedneſs, and the fatal deſtructive con- 
ſequences of chem ; he thought upon them 
with Jorrow-apd regret, with a+ 

$ ITL alc 
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and /abhorrence, and with reſ{@lutions of 
forlaking them, and taking better cour- 
ſes-;.and as ſoon as he conceiyes the thought, 
he puts 1t in execution, and turns his feet 
unto God*s Teſtimonies. 

_ Here then we have a pattern for our. 
performing the great duty of Selt-reflecti- 
on, ſo abſolutely neceſſary and ſo hugely 
advantagious, that without it, we cannot 
be approved in this World, or rewarded in 
the next. 

And indeed ſuch is the general corrupti- 
on of our ways, fo filthy and abominable 
are we become, in vaiz and extravagant 
thoughts, in light and anſeaſon”d Speeches, 
and in ſinful and wicked Actions, that the 
complaint may be as ſeaſonable now, as e- 
ver, there is none that aoeth good, n0 not one. 
P/. 14. 3. Sothat unleſs we will run on 
in ſin, to ruine and deſtruction, with 
the ſame irrational rage and confidence that 
makes the horſe ruſh into the battel, we mut 
think upon our ways, and underſtaxd and ſeek 
after God, That famous celebrated ſay+ 
ing, Kzow thy Self , was not without rea- 
ſon ſaid by Javezal to have come down 
from Heaven, and 1s worthily recom- 
mended to Mankind, to be deeply impreſt 
upon our Memories, and frequently re- 
volved within our thoughts, - For. this 
| intimacy 


10 Thoughts well Employ'd : Or, 
intimacy ad familiarity at home, will not 
only ſhew us what is amiſs and out of or- 


der with us, and lead us to reform and're- 


Qifie it ; but will prevent our future fail- 
ings, and inlift us in the number of the 
Wife, who fear and depart from Evil; but 
without it we ſhall be aflimilated to the 
fool, who rages and is confident ; who like 
Balaajs not. ſeeing the error of his ways, 
nor the drawn Sword poinred at his breaſt, 
preſſes forward to his ruine : Whereas did 
we take the Wiſe man's counſel, and zz eve- 
ry thing remember the end, Ecclel. 7. 36. we 
ſhould not go aſtray. 

Fhis would not allow us toentertain fich 
thoughts as would accufe us to our ſelves, 
and which afterwards we ſhould ſtrive in 
vain to baniſh; nor to utter inconſiderately 
any words, which we ſhould endeavour to 
yecal, but infacceſsfully ; nor to-be guilty of 
fuch Actions, as we ſhould too late begin 
to wiſh undone, 

This refleftion and care of themſelves 
Msfes wiſhes 1/rael would undertake, as an 
argument of their prudence, Deur. 32. 29. 
O that they were wiſe, that they would think 
on theſe things, that they would conſider their 
latter end! 

An wunthirfting Perſon is a term ſynony- 
mous for a Fool, and ſuch a one js by the 

Plalmiſt 
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Pſalmiſt herded with the beafts? nor is he 
injured in the compariſon, ſince he is tranſ- 
formed into their: reſemblance, while be- 
ing honour?d by God, above other crea» 
tures, with the endowments of a rational 
and immortal Soul, he remains as inſenſj- 
ble of theſe advantages, as if they were 
never granted him, or that he never had 
receiv*d the means of knowing them ; and 
like a Brute, is ſo intent on the preſent 
poor enjoyments, of this life, ſuited to his 
ſenſual Appetite, that he never looks for- 
ward to the unſpeakable felicities of a bet+ 


. ter, defign'd for the fatisfattion of his 


more refined deſires ; nor thinks in what a 
dangerous, path he treads, but makes him- 
ſelf a ſlave to thoſe Luſts and Paſſions 
which it is his Right -to govern, and fo 
flighes the true and laſting Good, for the 
polſeffion of counterfeit and tranſitory - 
Pleaſures, and is puniſh'd for his neglect, 
with endleſs ſufferings and torments that 
are ineffable. | 
Now it's an unpardonable ignorance for 
a man to have acquainted himſelf with fa-- 
reign Nations, and never take notice of 
his native Country ; to be curious to 1m- 
pertinence in prying into other mens lives 
and aCtions, and yet never make an inqui- 
ry into his own, which is of more'1mpor- 
| rance 
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tance to him. T his our Saviour reſembles 
to ſpying a Mote iz another's Eze, while the 
Beam in our own eſcapes our obſervation, 
St. Matt.7. 3. and adviſes us to look ar 
home, and clcar our own ſight firſt, before 
we attempt our brother's ciire or reprehen- 
fion. Now we ſhould truly look into our 
ſelves, and think effeQtually on our ways, 
would we infpe£t our ſelves as nicely as 
we do cur Brethren, if we would dilinils 
that partiality in our ſelf-iove,which thews 
us our own failings thro? the reverſe of the 
Perſpective, where they ſeem minute and 
diftant ; and look on them through that 
end, ti1at brings them nearer to our view, 
and repreſents them in their juſt dimenſi- 
Ons. 

For while we are /overs of our ſelves, we 
arg unfit to be judges of our ations, tis 
the difference in our affection that makes 
a difference in our Judgment, between our 
own ways and our Neighbours, and ſuch 
aiverſe Weights and diverſe Meaſures are 
an abomination tothe Lord, But if we would 
as; impartially judge our ſelves as we are 
apt -to cenſure others, we ſhould eſcape 
being juxged by him. 

Ir is one of the Choiceſt rules in the Gol- 
dea Verſes of Pythagoras, and has not the 
lealt contributed to. gain them, that open 

| 
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did Epither, That we ſhould not g1ve way 
to {leep, or cloſe our Eyes to reſt at night; 
befure we examine our ſelves, and -enter 
on a'ſtrift 'inquiry how we have liv*d the 
preceding day , what evil we have com- 
mitted, what good we have left undone, 
and wherein we have performed our duty 
as we ought. For hence we ſhall receive 
theſe benefits, that as by the frequency of 
this practice, our judgments will become 
unbyaſled, and we ſhall not partially over- 
look or extenuate our failings ; ſo we ſhall 
find a ſweet complacency 1n reflecting on 


our” goed deeds, for our encouragement to 


perſeverance in well doing ; and a remorſe 
for our evil actions, to deter us from re- 
peating them. ' As Fob pleafed himſelf 
with the declaration, that zhe bleſſing of him 
that was ready to, periſh came upon him, and 
he cauſed the Widows heart to ſing for joy. 
Job 29. 13. Or as' St. Paul exults and 
triumphs in the knowledge that he had 
fought a good fight, and finiſhed his courſe, 
and that there was laid up for him a Crown, 
2 Tim. 4 7. While the Wicked. /e 
down in their ſhame, and their confuſion co« 
vers them becauſe they have ſinnet;"and not 
obeyed the woice of the Lord their God. 
Jer. 3. 25. While, like Ephraim , they 
fmite upon the thigh and are confounded becauſe 
/ they 


14 Thoughts well Employ'd : Or, 
they bear The reproach of their Youth, Jer; 
31. iy. And whenwe find the remem- 
brance of our ſins thus grievous unto us, 
and the burden of them thus intolerable, 
no. privacy ſhall tempt us toa wickedneſs 
in hbpe of its concealment, ſince it can« 
not eſcape our own ſcrutiny, and we are 
the ſevereſt cenſurers of our ways ; which 
will make us bluſh as much to do evil, by 
our ſelves, as in the preſence of the moſt 
rave, authoritative Perſon, and as fcrupu- 
ous! of ſinhing in our Cloſers and retire- 
ments, as in the places of greateſt reſort and 


concourſe ; becauſe we bear about us a. 


ſtri& obſervator of our ations, whoſe 
clamtorous reprehenſions we can neither 
ſilence, nor avoid ; which will not ſuffer 
us to make a wrong eſtimate of our ſelves, 
and rejoyce to do evil,through an opinion that 
all we do is well, becauſe we do not conſis 
der and think upon our ways ; which is the 


reaſon that our hearts are in the hoaſe of 


mirth, when they ſhould be in the houſe of 
mourning, and we go chearfully on. in our: 
wickedneſs without ſaying what have we 
aone ? and thus is our ftrenzth devonr'd, and 
we know not of it. 

But if we wou'd conſider in our. hearts, 
that God remembers all our wickedneſs, 
we would be more wary and circumſpect, 

' would 
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would think upon our ways and turn our feet 
unto his Teſtirmomes, And for our better 
encouragement to employ our thoughts in 
this weighty buſineſs, and to this great ad- 
vantage, we have a Royal Example given 
us, and it were to be wiſhed we would be 
as ready to imitate this King info good a 
Work, as we are to follow others, in things 
not ſo commendabſe, 

And for our better helpingoing through 
this Employment, .let us exerciſe our 
thoughts on the following Conſiderati- 
Ons. | 


Firſt, What the ways are on which we-mu&t 
employ our T hoaghts. | 

Secondly, What it is to think upon our 
Ways, 

FPhirdly, In what reſpett our thoughts mait 
be employed : what we are to think on in 
' Our WAYS. . 

Fourthly, What i the mo#t ſeaſonable time 
for mndertaking this Employment of 
thinking upon our Ways. 

Fifthly, What are the motives and inauce- 
ments, that oblige us to this duty ; and 

Sixthly, What nt be the reſult of our per- 
forming tt. | 


T. What 
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E.What the ways are that muit Employ our 
Thoughts. ; 0.1 


The Holy Ghoſt doth-trequently 1n Serip- 
ture veile our converſation upon earth un- 
der the Metaphor of a, Way, to inform: us 
that here we have no abiding place, but are 
only Strangers and Sojourners in this Vale 
of Miſery,and during our continuance there- 
in, aretravelling the road to anothercouns 
try, in {earch of an'Eternal Re#t. +T his 1s 
the way which all fleſh had ſo corrupted upor 
earth, that God repented he had made a 
Creature {ſo rebelliousas Man ptoved, and 
ſent a deluge to deſtroy,. what he once cre- 
ated with delight. . This 1s the Way of Man 
upon which God”s Eyes are {till intent, and 
_ of which the Pfalmilt. ſays, thox !compaſſeſ? 

my.path, and art acquainted with all my ways, 

Pla. 139. 3. meaning his courſe..of life 
and converſation; and that in the;ſeveral 
particulars of it, his thoughts, words, and 
actions, For ver. 2. he ſays, thou under- 
ftandeit my thoughts afar of, and wer! 4. 
there is not a word in my tongue but thou un- 
der ftandeft it altogether; and wer. '2::thou 
knoweſt my down-ſitting and my up-riſing. 

So that by our ways is intended, Firſt, 


the Way of the heart, our thoughts, pur- 
poſes 
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poſes and intentions, it being part of the 
corruption of Man's way, which occaſion'd 
the flood , that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart were only evil continual- 
ly, Gen. 6. 5. And this Holy David calls 
the way within, when he deſires God to 
earch him and know his heart, to try him and 
know his thoaghts, and ſee if there be any wick- 
ed way in him, Which teaches us that all 
our appetites and afteCtions, all our deſires 
and 1nclinations, are our ways, and the 
proper objects of our thought, which will 
find it noeaſie task to obſerve the multi- 
tude of devices in our deceitful hearts. 

Then there is the way of the Tongue, 
to which the Pſalmiſt {aid he would zake 
heed, to avoid offending with it, Pl. 39. 1. 
So that our diſcourſes, words and expreſſ1- 
ons are our ways too, and to be ſeriouſly 
thought on and remarked, that we may 
keep our tongue from evil,and our lips that they 
ſpeak no gule, ſince by our words we ſhall be 
Juſt ified or condemned, 

Thiraly, There is a way of the aCtions, 
as we find itin Job 34. 11. the work of a 
mai ſhall he render unto him, and cauſe eve« 


ry man to find according to his ways. For -— 


which reaſon we areexhorted to makevir 
ways and our doings good. SO that all our 


performances, deeds, and actions are our 
| C ways, 


18 Thoughts well Employ'd : Or, 


ways, ar fall equally under our care and 
thought ; if we would obtain the ble/{png 
promiſed to him that is unarfi/ed in the way. 
Now we find mention made of a two- 
fold way, the way of the Righteous, and the 
way of the Unzodly, Pf. 1. 6. and theſe 
with reſpect to our thoughts, are called 
the perte&t way, and the way that 1s not 
good. "Thus David ſays, I will behave my 
ſelf wiſely in a perfect way, Plal. 101. 2. 
which he explains immediately by adding, 
T will walk with a perfect heart. And 1n P/ad. 
36. 4. hetells us, the wicked dewiſeth miſ- 
chief apon his Bed, which he calls ſetting him- 
{elf in a way that, is noi good. = 
Tn reference to our Words, they are cal- 
led the way of Truth and the way of Lying, 
the one of which David declares he hath 
made Js. «207ce, and, defires , to. have the 
other removed from him, Pl. 119.29, 30. 
As they regard 'our Attions,.they .are 
called-the way of peace, and the Rubborn 
way. Thus in Tjazals account of the evil 
doings of the Jews, that their works were 
works of Iniquity, and_the at of violence 
was in their hands, that their feet. did run 
' #0 evil, aud made haſte to ſhed inuacent 
loud ; he,comes tothis concluſion, the way 
of peace ; have they wot known. Ia. 59.. 8. 
And inthe tiltory of their Impietzes under 
| pe the 
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the Judges, it is ſaid, they ceaſM not from 
treir evil aoings.,, nor from their ſtabboru 
way, Judg. 2. 19. 

' And now, being informed what 1s in- 
tended by our ways on wiuch we are to 
imploy our thoughts, let us proceed to 
conſider, 


IT. What it is to think upon our ways. 

This will occur to vs from the ſeveral 
Scripture-Phraſes that are expreſſive of 
this duty. Such as conſidering our ways, 
Hag. 1. 5. Searching and trying them. Lam, 
J. 4. cleanſing them, Pl. 119. 9. taking 
heed to them, Pſ. 39. 1. andin the Text, 
thinking on them, The force of which ex- 
preſſions will appear from their general uſe 
and acceptation in the Sacred Writings. As 
in Jobs affirmation, that God knoweth vain 
men, he ſeeth wickedneſs alſo, and will con« 
ſider it, Job 11. 11, Whichimplys that 
God looks critically on the World, and im- 
ports more than a bare ſight and know- 
ledge, even a weighty and judicious ob- 
ſervation. For too many live without God 
in'the World, regardleſs whether their ways 
tend to life or death, and therefore incon- 
ſultly run into any way that is before 
them, eſpecially if there isan appearance of 


pleaſure or advantage init. Nay though 
M C 2 they 
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they fee tft evil of their doings, and know 
the way they walk in 1s the high road to 
DeſtruCtion, and that they who do ſuch things 
are worthy of death , yet are ſo far from 
having their own wickedneſs corret# them, 
or their back-/lidings reprove them, 10 far 
from thinking ſeriouſly on the hazard, nay 
the certain ruine of their Souls, that they 
not only .do the ſame, but have pleaſure in 
thoſe that do them : Which argues them of 
the number of thoſe fools who make it not 
their buſineſs to confider, whole ways are 
right in their own Eyes, and therefore they 
g0 on and periſh in them. 

So "that *tis not. a ſlight ſuperficial 
knowledge, a tranſient curſory view of 
our converſation, but a laying it to heart, 
that is required ; and accordingly the Com- 
mand given by God to Iſrael to confider 
their ways, is in the original and. all the 
readings and criticiſms, apply your hearts 
and minds to them. So the Wiſeman 
ſends the Sluggard to be inſtructed by the 
Ant,to conſider her ways,and bewiſe,Prov. 6. 6. 
and the queſtion God put to Satan, ha## 
thou conſidered my Servant Job ? is in the 
Hebrew, Haſt thou laid him to thy heart ? 
and the word there uſed, is obſerved to be 
very comprehenſive, including the mind, 
the underſtanding, Will and azar” +0 
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the ſtudy, counſel, motions, and the very 
{ſtrength of the heart. Which argues that 
this thinking on our ways 15 to be the buſj- 
neſs of our Souls, that we muſt be intent 
upon it, and not fatisfie our ſelves with a 
limpſe of our ways in the glaſs of our re- 
feftinn, and immediately forget what the 
repreſentation was, for then our goodneſs 
w1ll be but as a morning cloud, or early dew”; 
but we muſt ſearch and try them, that is, 
make a ſtrict ſcrutiny and judicious exami- 
nation of them, as the words import. And 
when upon this inquiry, we find we have 
contracted any ſullages or pollutions, then 
we mult cleanſe them from that filth, and - 
take heed to them, that is, keep a continual 
watch over them, and be ſti]l upon our 
guard, that we be not ſurpriz?d by any 
new Temptation, or enticed after we have 
been waſh*d, to return to the mire again. 

And ro this end we mult thixk ' oz then, 
call them often to remembrance that by 
reveiwing our-paſl miſcarriages, we ma 
ſhun all occaſions of them for the future ; 
and if we take our ſelves in'the a&' of 
Deviation, wardring from the commandments, 
that we preſently refrain our feet, and re- 
turn into the right way, and walk in it with 
greater diligenceand Accuracy. Thecom 
clufion- of all which is, that rhis employ- 

C 3 ment 
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ment of offr thoughts, or thinking on our 
ways,is2 judicious obſervation of our ſelves, 
which induces us ſeriouſly ro weigh and 
intenſely to regard our courſe of life ; 
to ponder and meditate on our thoughts, 
words, and actions ; to inſpect them nice- 
ly ,- and -with diſcerning apprehenſions ; 
ſince the decerrfa{ncſs of rhe heart, requires 
our-utmolt diligence and molt penetrating 
nidgment, in making-a true diſcovery of 
it ; and ſince the Tongue, rhough but a /ir- 
te member, 1s yet ſuch an #nraly oze,that the 
taming it isa task not eaſily performed, 
and we are generally more eloquent in con» 
demning its exorbitancies, than ſucceſsful 
in reforming them. Laſtly, ſince our aCti» 
ons are ſo light and petulant, that they of- 
tentimes eſcape our greateſt caution and 
advertency ,. and therefore had need of 
{ſuch.a Guardian to reſtrain and check their 
numerous irregularities, 

For this conſiderate thinking on our 
ways, ſeparates and diſcriminates things 
that are confuſedly huddled up together ; 
it gathers and colletts thoſe that are ſcat- 
teredand diſperſed ; it-traces and finds out 
truth; examines -hikelyhoods and appears» 
gnces;; and; diſcovers : and explores. pre- 
teapes| that are feigned and varniſhed. 
big: 35 it that (preordains what 1s''to! be 
Jf196r2 CJ done, 
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done, revolves what is already ited, go- 
verns the Aﬀections, reſtrains exceſs, and 
betters and improves our lives in all re- 
ſpects. 

So that if we take the meaſure of this 
excellent Chriſtian duty and employment 
of thinking on our ways, we ſhall eafi] 
perceive its vaſt extent, that it's an A 
of the praQtical underſtanding, whereby it 
furveys and dwells upon its own inten- 
tions, and comparing them wit?! the rule 
by which they are to be directed, lays 
a command on the Will and AﬀeCtions to 
put them in execution. 


Now from the knowledge of what it 
is to think upon our ways, let us paſs on 
to enquire 

III. What it is that we are to think upon, 

and conſider in them. 

And we ſhall find our thoughts are to be 
exerciſed about theſe four parriculars, 


Firſt, The Quality 

Secondly, The T endency _m 
Thirdly, The Equality bo og Ways. 
Fourthly, The Safety 


By the quality of, our Ways is meant 


their being good or evil ; we are to conſis 
| C 4 der 
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der our @xverſation, whether it's iz Hea- 
. ven or on Earth, whether our feet. rux the 
way of God's Commandments, Or ſtand in the 
way of ſinaers. Now, the way of the Juit 
is the way of Uprightneſs, lays the Prophet, 
Iſa. 26. 7. And ifoursare ſuch, we-ſhall 
diſcern them to be ſo by four diſtinguiſh- 
ing Characters. 

Fir#. We ſhall vigorouſly oppoſe not 
only thoſe ſins that are more groſs and 
heinous,,..more open and bare faced, and 
have ſuch a loathſome deformity in them- 
{elves, that we are frightned by the ugly 
Viſage from committing them;but we ſhall 
as heartily ſtrive and labour againſt thoſe 
which admit of extenuation, and are more 
Cloſe and Jatent, nay which with fair and 
ſpecious appearances, allure us to be fond, 
and dote upon them, 
© Some Sins lie open and expoſed to the 
view .of all- men with whom we are con- 
verſant in the World-, others admit no 
witneſſes, but God and our own hearts; 
thoſe being commitred 1n the- face of the 
Sun, are made a publick ſubject of dil- 
courſe; theſe, concealed within the priva- 
cy ofa Cloſer, 'or ſome cloſe retirement, 
or ſever?d from the groſsneſs of an exter- 
val At, eſcape the Obſervation, and the 
{-ga{ure.of Mankind. Ll 
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Now a principle. of Moral® Prudence. 
is ſufficient to engage us againſt thoſe 'of 
the former rank ; for either a tenderneſs 
of our Reputation, and a regard to that 
Credit and Eſteem, which we have ac- 
quired, or at leaſt aſpire to in the World-; 
or if not that, yet a dread and apprehen- 
ſion of the cognizance and ſeverity of the 
Laws, will reſtrain us from the guilt of 
AQtual Theft, Adultery, or Murder, leſt 
we come within the reach of the Sword of 
Juſtice, and betray our ſelves to. ſuch ri- 
gors as will add corporal puniſhment to 
reproach, and force the blood out of our 
backs, as well as bring 1t into our faces. 
But it is a nqble and more exalted Prin- 
ciple which ſhall enable a man to fit 1a 
judgment on himſelf, ſeverely to. obſerve 
lis own failings, remark and criticiſe upon 
his imperfe&tions, and paſs an impartial 
condemnatory Sentence upon the pride and 
haughtineſs of his own heart, and the 
lewd diſpoſitions of his Soul to vicious and 
unbecoming practices, which are liable to 
no ſcrutiny but that of his own Conſcience 
and the all-ſceing Eye of Heaven, 

We know the Phariſee could boaſt, even 
at the Altar, and to God's very face, that 
his lifeewas free from the notorious blots 
and. Fandals that ſtazjned the ROnFernon 
; 0 
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of other men, and made them black and 
infamous, and while he pleas'd himfelf 
with the thoughts of his being no Extort:- 
oner, or Adatterer, he overlooked the Pride 
and Arrogance that ſate enthron*d within 
his Soul; and had ſwoln him ro that ex- 
ceſs of Vanity, and made him forget that 
he was endeavouring to recommend him- 
ſelf to Heaven, by the fame methods by 
which the Angels loſt its favour ; and 
that the more he exalted his own perfeCti- 
ons, the more he ſhould be abaſed ; and the 
nearer he juſtled up to the Altar, God 
would behold him the farther of. 

But. the true Candidate of Heaven, the 
Soul thar deſires to be eſpouſed to its Sa- 
viour, will not take ſo much care, or be {6 
ſolicitous for garments of Neeale-work and 
Embroidery, as to appear to him all glorious 
within ; will be buſter to cleanſe and purifie 
the heart, than to waſh the hands and platter, 
and no more indulge Spiritual, than carnal 
vices and corruptions. For ſuch a one 
knows that though the one may make 
him more infamous among men, the o- 
ther will render him as criminal and as 
hateful in the ſight of God, who does not 
fee as Man ſees, but tries the very beart 
axd reins, and through the Varniſh of a 
painted Sepulchre , difcerns the rottenneſs 
BY. within ; 
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within ; and hates the Impoſtor that would 
abuſe him with a ſpectous outſide only, 
and obtrude the Devil upon him in the 
reſemblance of an Angel of light. 

And for this reaſon it was, our Savi- 
our told his Diſciples that their righteoaſ+ 
neſs muſt exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees , if they would not 
fall ſhort of Heaven. 

A Second evidence of the Righteouſneſs 
of our ways will be our care to deſtroy 
ſin, even in its very conception ; or if 
luit hath already conceived, to prevent as 
much as we can, its bringing forth. We 
ſhall think our ſelves difloyal and unjuſt 
to God, as well as injurious and cruel 
to our Souls, if we favour the growth, 
and do not oppoſe the increaſe of the 
greateſt enemy to both. We ſhall not 
divide our ſervice between God and Mam- 
702, nor give up our ſelves to Heaven, 
like Naiman, with reſerves. Nor ſhall 
we, like Sazl, diſobey his poſitive com- 
mands, under a pretence of Sacrificing to 
him, when indeed it is to our luſts. 

Should -Sin aſſume Lo?'s plea for Rar, 
in its own excuſe, and urge its /ittleneſs, 
we ſhall be ready to gemember that the 
Majeſty againſt whom it is committed 1s 
great, and 16 will ts puniſhment be roa ; 
| that 
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that the cfoud whoſe firſt appearance was 
no bigger than a hand breadth, before time 
had much encreaſed its age, was ſo en- 
larged, that it became a Vizard on the face 
of Heaven ; And the Devil who tempted 
the Womau in the leſs terrible reſem- 
blance of a Serpezt, proves a Dragon in the 
Revelation ready to devour her of firing. 
Nor need we have recourſe to any 


thing, but our own reading and experi- * 


ence to inform us what conſuming fires 
are kindled from little ſparks, or how a 
whole lump of dough is ſoured and tainted 
by a piece of Leaven. And therefore we 
ſhall call with the Spouſe to take the lit- 
tle Foxes that fpoil the Vines, Cant. 2. 15. 
knowing how great the danger is of indul- 
ging petty ſins; for a child received in- 
to a houſe may open the door to thoſe 
that areadult in villany, as well as years, 
and wlule we. are tender of piving a re- 
pulſe to fin 1n its firſt addreſs, we do not 
conſider by what inſenſible approaches 
it may gain upon us, and engage us be- 
yond the power of giving it a Divorce. 
Nor do we know when once our feet 
begin to {lip, and we are going down 
the precipice, with what an impetuous 
motion, we ſhall fall, and how unable we 
ſhall -be to ſtop. till we are at the bot- 
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tom, and from a leiſurely gradftion in ſin 
at firſt, be hurried on in time to commit 
all impiety with greedineſs. | 

When the man of God told Hazae! 
with tears what evil he would do to I/- 
rael , he replyed, Is thy Servant a Dog 
that he ſhould do this great thing ? and then 
abhorr'd the thought of what ſoon after 
he had noreluCtancy to att, 2 Kzrp. 8. 13. 
And there have been many whoſe chaſte 
ears would be grated with the ſound of 
an immodeſt word, and yet afterwards 
have not only liſtned to, but took de- 
light in ſuch diſcourſes, and fallen into 
a practice of debauchery, till they have 
vyed Lewdneſs with the moſt common 
Proſtitute. 

Now would ſuch but think upon their 
ways, look a while into themſelves and 
conſider what an alteration they find 
there, they would be aſtoniſhed ro dif- 
cover from what modeſt and virtuous be- 
ginnings they have arrived at ſuch an ex- 
tream of Impudence. Of this we havea 
deplorable Inſtance in King Davia, had 
he ſtrenuoully oppoſed this Sin in "its 1n- 
fant weaknels, when it berray*d it ſelf on- 
ly in a wanton glance on naked Bazhſbebs, 
he had not proceeded to defile Uriah's 
Bed, nor his own Soul, by an —_— 

AT; 


3© Thoughts well Employ'l : Or, 
A&; he $ad not ſtained his hands, nor 
made his Conſcience foul, with the guilt 
of blood ; he had not entailed a Sword 
upon his family to ſucceeding generati- 
ons; nor been the unhappy example to 
caution, and inform the world how far 
Sin- will improve its conqueſts, and our 
yielding to Satan's firſt temptations, give 
him a power over us to /ead mw Captive 
& his will. 

If then we would preſerve our liberty, 
and maintain our Innocence, we mult keep 
us. far from an evil matter, and ſhun not 
only the occaſions, but the very appear- 
#vces of Evil, But i we cannot keep at 
{ delired a diſtance from fin, as to be 
exempt from a ſenſe of its firſt motions 
in vs, yet let us believe our felves obli- 
ed as well to:daih in pieces the Children 
of Edows as to incounter with the mighty 
Soms of Anack. | 

A third CharaRter of the Righteouſneſs 
of our ways, will Þe, that when we are 
imployed in holy Duties and the Service 
of Religion, we have not only regard to 
the matter ct it, but the manner too, in 
which we ſhould perform it. That we 
do not content our fejves with the labour 
of our lips when we pray, and ſo honour 

God only withthem, whilc our hearts are 
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at a diſtance from him : but tie we pray 
with all humility and devotion, conſider- 
ing our, addreſſcs are made tg an Omnipo- 
tent Being , whoſe feat and reſidence # 
in Heaven, and who knows: our thoughts 
as perfectly, as he ſees our aCtions ; that 
we endeavour therefore to add faith and 
fervency to our prayers, that being raiſed 
upon thoſe wings they may - be able to 
aſcend to the Throne of Grace ; that we 
pray as thoſe who have a deep ſence and - 
teeling of the neceſſities with which we 
are preſsd, and are weary of the burden 
under which we groan; as thoſe that know 
the ineftimable worth of Souls, and va- 


Nlue them in proportion to 1t ; that we put 


up ftrong cries and earneſt ſupplications, 
as knowing that whiſe we are in our 
journey to the ſpiritual land of promiſe, 
we have a Seaand a Wilderneſs to paſs, 
thirſt and hunger to endure, and enemies, 
and thoſe Giants too , to conquer ; ſince 
we wreſtle not again# fleſh and blood, but 
againft  Principalities and Powers, againit 
the Rulers of the darkneſs of this Warla, aud 
again Spiritual Witkeaneſſes in high places, 
and therefore muſt not- relye on our own 
ſtrength and abilities, but ſhould intereſt 
Heaven- in the quarrel, which of our 


ſelves we'are not able to mamtain. Or 


when 
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when' we Tome into the houſe of God, 
to hear 'his Sacred Oracles deliver'd, that 
we give, ouy-attention to them with af- 
feftion and hearty Zeal, having our Souls 
exalted to meet the pleaſing Embaſſie for 
which they thirſt,- with ſuch arder 'and 
allowable tranſports, as are fit for there- 
ception of a meſſage ſent from heaven, 
and of the greateſt importance to ' our 
ſelves ; a meſſage wherein we are invited 
to participate of the joys and glories of 
life -Eternal, and called - to the poſſeſſion 
of an inheritance with the Saints in light, 

And as in praying and hearing, ſo in all 
other duties of Religion , we muſt take 
care to worſhip God iz Spirit and in 
truth ; but if we only render the ſumm and 
number in our devotional performances, 
without 'endeavouring after ſincerity of 
intention, heat and vigour, life and ſtrength 
in their diſcharge, this is not worſhipping 
God in truth, but mocking him-with-a 
falſe appearance. . For externals in Reli- 
gion, the labour: of the lip and lungs, 
are all dead gorks, if ſeparate from that 
holy frame and - temper of mind which 
animates and enlivens them, and prayers 
though offered with the tongue of Men and 
Angels, are as infignificant as the'noiſe of 
ſounding Braſs, or tinkling Cymbals, with- 

wo our 
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out the fervour of divine Chart) :to aCtu- 
ate and inſpirit them. | 

The fourth Character of the righte- 
ouſneſs of our ways will be our not ac- 
quieſcing in any preſent attamments of 
Grace,or the heighth and meaſure we have 
already reached, but that forgerizg thoſe 
things which are behind, and reaching forth 
to thoſe which are before, we preſs forward * 
towards the mark, for the prize of our high 
calling in Chriit Jeſus. | 

Men too frequently betray/ a canine 
inſatiable appetite in the vurfait and  ac- 
quiſition of the things below, they are 
Greedy Dogs that can never have enough : 
nor is it ſtrange, ſince the encreaſe of their 

rea but to render them 
more Ravenous. We find many, who, 
like the rich Fool in the Goſpel, want 
ſtowage for their abundance ; bur few or 
none that even then think of :atizg Reff, 
but are as anxiouſly bufie and folicitous 
as ever. Suchis their impatience and ea- 
erneſs to add field to field, and enlarge the 
_— of their poſſeſhtions, that no Gec= 
metry can meaſure the vaſt extent of clicir 
delires. 

Were it poſſible to find a man fo fatia- 
ted with pleaſures, ſo glutted with ho-: 
nours, as to own he hadenough, the world, 

D could 
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could -n# preſent us any thing ſo ſtrange 
and rare, {o worthy of our admiration ; 
But we find many of, his temper, who 
thought the limits of the world tog.narrow 
for him, and wept that they did not al- 
tow him to extend his conqueſts farther : 
and it is not novel to hear others rail 
at Nature, and vainly ſpend their time 
in quarrelling with the ſhortneſs of it, as 
ſerving only to tantalzize the Appetite 
with a view of pleafures not to be enjoy- 
ed;.to give them a Piſzah proſpett of 
the Tand flowing with Mz and honey, but 
to cut them off before they arrive to taſte 
It. 

And ſhall ſuch empry vanities, calcu- 
hated only for a day, like Jonab's Gourd, 
and which periſh i» the ufing, put our 
thouglits upon the: teaters, and rack our 
defires with reſtte(s and unſatisfied long- 
ings, while we ealily content our ſelves 
with the minuteſt portion of Grace, and 
never are at the trouble of endeavouri 
to encreafſe our ſtock ? Shall we think all 
the mean, ignoble methods of acquiſt nei- 
ther too many, nor too difficult to pro- 
cure ſome little wealrh rhart does impo6- 
veriſh, or ſome petty honour that enflaves 
us ; and yet believea lazy wiſh, a faint 
and languifhing velleity, to be a prodigal 
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expence, an unreaſonable price f Heaven ? 
The path of the Fuit is as the ſhining light, 
which ſhineth more and more unto the per- 
fett day, Prov. 4. 18. The good man 
1s ever in progrefſion, bettering himſelf, 
improving his Graces, and advancing daily 
towards the height and Meridian of Chri- 
ftianity, he gives diligence to add to his 
faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and {© 
goes/ on from--ſtrength- to ſtrength, till he 
grows to 4 perfect man, and attains the 
meaſure of the Stature of the fulneſs of Chrif, 
He cannot allow himſelf to be a Stationar 
in his Chriſtian Race, and believes he 15 
retrograde, if not in a progreſſive motion, 
But apply's Sereca's expreſſion of Philo- 
ſophy to Grace, and thinks there is no 
difterence between intermiſſion, and for« 
faking, ſince from the moment of its in- 
cerruption , it will recur, like a Spring, 
to its firft ſtate. 

We ſhould be modeſt to impiety, - to 
ſuffer others to outſtrip us in this courle, 
the very example of whoſe ſpeed, ſhould 
teach us to mend our pace, and follow 
in our own proceedings, the pattern we re- 
ceive from theirs. And by ſo runzing, we 
ſhall obtain the Crown that is ſet before 


us, 
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- But if*we loiter by the way, we ſhall 
not reach the Goal , for our Chriſtian 
.Courſe is not limited, like the Sea, with 
bounds which it muſt not exceed, nor are 
there any fixed terms preſcribed to..the 
-magnitude of the Spiritual, as to that- of 
the Natural Man ; becauſe Spiritual Habits 
and Graces,if ay; do not encreaſe by exer- 
ciſe, will decreaſe and. dwindle into. no- 
_ thing by deſuetude and diſcontinuance. - 
And -if we conſider at what an incre- 
dible diſtance they are from Perfection, 
who have made the neareſt approaches 
to it, we-ſhall find room enough for the 
utmoſt; of our endeayours, for the way is 
long, the journey 1s from Earth'to Heaven, 
and beſides other inconveniences, it 1s a 
narrow. and rugged path, nor do we know 
how little time we; have allotted us to 
go this Pilgrimage; and cannot think that 
we have leiſure ro miſ-ſpend in ftandin 
idle, -when we ſhould be. in greate 
haſte., C 
Neither do we know but- that if we 
Ray to look back to Sodom, when we ſhould 
eſcape for our lives to Zoar, we may be 
arreſted in the inſtant like her that did ſa, 
and not permitted to go farther. There 
| 15 this advantage gained by aiming at the 
heighth and «xp of perfeQtion,that though 
| we 
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we fail of ſucceſs in our attempf, and fall 
ſhort of the lofty flights of Virtue and 
Religion ;, yet by endeavouring to reach 
them, we (hall ſoar to a pitch above the 
common Sphere of Men, and fhall find 
a recompence for our labour, like him that 
dug his field in expeCtation of a treaſure, 
who, though he miſt of that, was inrich- 
ed by the cultivation of his ground. Be- 
ſides, we muſt conſider, that though the 
meaneſt degrees of Grace want not their 
ſhare of rhe divine approbation, yet they 
are only the more exalted meaſures that 
receive applauſe, and are crown'd with 
extraordinary Encomiums. 

And this conſideration ſhould make us 
ſtill difſatisfied with our preſent ſtate of 
Grace, and that diſlatisfattion ſhould put 
us upon. the ſearch after more ſublime 
perfeCtions ; for if we once think we have 
enough, we ſhall ceaſe from endeavour- 
ing after more, and, like the Reubenites, 
take up our reſt on the wrong ſide of For- 
Han, | an of the promiſed Land. 

From the Quality of our Ways and the 
CharaQters by which we may diſcern it, 
we come to the ſecond conſiderable, ' 

Their Tendency, that is, whether we 
ſo run our Chriſtian Race, as that we 
ſhall obtain the Prize, or inſtead of a 
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Crown Keet ruin- and: deſtfuftion. in the 
end. 

\This- is a matter of no trivial .conſe- 
quence, but of weighty moment and im- 
portance, a matter that deſerves our moſt 
ſerious thought and conſideration , for 
without this we may be miſerably muſta- 
ken in our courſe, and diſappointed of our 
hope, ſince that way may ſeem right t0 ms, 
the end whereof is the way of Death.Now, that 
. .we may not be deceived, the Holy Ghoſt 
.hath ſet before us /ife and death, and good 
aud evil, he has chalked us out the di- 
're& road to happineſs, and made ir ſo 
plain and diſcernable, that unleſs we wall, 
we cannot go aſtray. Nay we have him 
always telling us, this « the Way, and 
.exhorting us to walk is it, and as he en» 
.courages- us in our journey to keep the 
Tight way , and quickens our ſpeed, by 
the glorious proſpect at our journeys end, 
{o he cautions us to avoid the Path that 
| leads to Death, by a diimal repreſenta- 
tion of the miſery to which it tends, 
aſſuring us that rhe Uarighteous ſhall not 
inherit the Rzugdom of God, and who they 
are, appears 1n that black liſt the Apoſtle 
gives us of them, x Cor. 6. 9g. Fornica- 
tors, Aaulterers, Idolaters, Thieves, Druns 
hards, Rewvilers, Coverons Perſons, and Ex» 
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tortioners, Theſe he tells us {ll be ex- 
cluded from Heaven, and that we may 
not miſtake, or be abuſed in a buſineſs 
of this conſequence, he uſhers in his aſ- 
ſertion with a cautionary admonition not 
to be deceived; of which we are in con- 
tinual danger, both by the decertfulneſs 
of ſin it felf in impoſing on us, and of 
our own hearts. too, in conſenting to the 
cheat. For we are not ſo much fooled 
and put upon by the ſpecious pretences and 
deluſory appearances of fin, as by our own 
eaſineſs and credulity ; we would have it 
to be that pleaſing agreeable thing which 
its fallacious in{inuations render it, and 
therefore readily give credit to them. 
Nor . could we be ſo ſoon betrayed, if we 
were not conſpirators againſt our ſelves, 
the Tempter has no better inftruments to 
prevail upon us than our own vicious in- 
clinations, which he employs on that de-. 
ſign, as he made uſe of the Woman that 
was taken from Adam's ſide,and finds them 
like her, too forward'to afhſt him-in his 
attempts to ruine us; for we become un- 
faithful to our ſelves, -and by diſcovering; 
as Sampſon did, wherein our ſtrength con- 
fiſts, Ho Devil comes upon us, and ha- 
ving deprived us of the only defence we 
have againſt him, condemns us to a drudg- 
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ery worſ® than Grinding in the Philiſtine 
Mills, Nor is it likely we ſhould avoid it, 


ſince though we {ſo readily incline our ears 


to his ſuggeſtions, we ſtop them, and are 
as deaf, as the Pſalmilt's Adder, to the 
voice of a better Charmer : and though the 
poſitive Declarations of God's Holy Word 
have denounced heavy curſes againſt the 
workers of iniquity, ſuch as excluſion from 
the joys of Heaven, and not only ſo, but 
a. perpetual condemaation to the miſeries 
of Hell; though the Oppreſſor hears a dread- 
ful Woe thundred againſt his injuſtice ; 
though. the Drunkard is aſſured hat death 
7s tn the pot ; though the Reviler is infor- 
med that his religion i vain, and that ſharp 
arrows of the Mighty, with coals of Juniper, 
are what his Tongue deſerves ; though the 
Adulterer.is told that he forfeits his claum 
to Heaven, and 1s of that unhappy compa- 
ny, whom God will judge; and though we 
mr; iN warning given us,that theſe 
courſes have a direct tendency toeverlaſting 
ruine, .and will bring oyr Souls under the 
juſt wrath of an-incenſed and angry Judge, 
andthe jrrevocable ſentence of damnation ; 
and. that. whoever hath his feet. 1n ſuch 
paths, ſhall, without a quick and ſeaſona- 
ble return,, fall into, ſo ſteep a Precipice, 
a. pit.;Jo fatally deep, that he muſt DVR 

- oPe 


il » 


UMI 


The Daty of Self-Obſervation. 4 1 


hope to be delivered from it : y#: notwith- 
ſtanding this, we are fo brutiſh and ſelf 
willed , to prefer our own conceptions, 
though never ſo wrong and falſe, before 
the Sacred Word of Truth it ſelf, and 
to gratifie the luſtings of our fleſh, to the 
apparent hazard of our Souls. To pre- 
vent whoſe ruine, and make better pro- 
viſion for their ſafety, it would be pru- 
dence, in all our ways, to revolve often 
in our thoughts, ſomething like the In- 
ſcription over the door of the Roman Se- 
nate-Houſe, to make us as provident for 
our Souls, as that Aſſembly was for the 
Commonwealth, to ſee that they receive 
no damage. 

And this we ſhould not fail in regard 
of their greater excellency and worth a- 
bove all other things that have relation 
to us, in reſpe&t of their original and du- 
ration. 

Their deſcent was from above, from the 
Father of Spirits and of Lights, it was he 
breathed into us that breath of life with- 
out which our bodies are but inſignificant 
lumps of earth, and have nothing to dif- 
criminate them- from thoſe of Beaſts that 
periſh ; for they ſhall equally return to the 
duſt from 'whence they deriv*d their be- 
ings, and lye undiſtinguiſhed in their heaps 
of ruine, But 


142 Thoughts well Employ'd : Or, 

- But our® Souls are ſubject to-no' ſuch 
frailties, nothing can deſtroy their perpe- 
ruity, nor is any Republic ſo long-lived, 
much 'Jeſs our Bodies, 6r the more fading 
pleaſures that indulge them, to the preju- 
dice of our Souls ; yet we are ſo nicely ten« 
der of thoſe mortal parts, which muſt 
be captive to the grave, and a prey for 
corruption to devour , that we will not 
expoſe them to a gult of air that may im- 
pair their health, or haſten their diffoluri- 
on : how much greater reaſon then- have 
we to be rather apprehenſive of what may 
endanger our more 1neſtimable Souls, and 
to manifeſt a ſuitable caution for their ſafe- 
ty, ſince he that neglects his body is only 
careleſs of a frail and periſhing houſe, that 
1s not worth his care, but he that is regard- 
leſs of his Soul, is truly wanting to him- 
ſelf? 

From the Tendency of our Ways, we 
eome to the Third thing conſiderable in 
them ro employ our thoughts, and that is 
their Equality,by 'which is meant, their con- 
ſonancy and agreement with thoſe things 
which ought to influence and direCt them. 

We are apt to call the Way of the Lord 
wnequal, when the - inequality 15 only in 
our own,and it ſeems ſo to us {as a ſtick held 
in 2 River appears crooked) not through 
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a defe&t in them, but in our jufFgment and 
apprehenſion. Now to make a right eſti- 
mate, and paſs a juſt cenſure on the Equali- 
ty of our ways, we muſt conſider them in 
four reſpects. 

Firit, How they ſuit with God's diſpen- 
fations to his Church and People. 

The Church is the body of Chri#, of 
which, if we have any part in him, we 
are all fellow-members, and ſhould have the 


ſame care one for another, ſoas to \ ympa= 


thize in each others ſufferings, and rejoyce 
in each others honour. That our brethren 
may not upbraid us with our careleſs diſre+ 
card to their circumſtances, that they have 
piped to 145, and we have not danced, and when 
they mourned to us, we did not weep. 

It was a memorable generoſity in Uriah, 
to refuſe the neceſſary, as well as allowable 
conveniencies of his houſe, the refreſhments 
of food and ſleep, while the Ark, and Iſra- 
el, and Judah abode in Tents, and the Genes 
ral and the Servants of the King, were en« 
camped in the open fields, expoſed 
to all the injuries of the Weather, and 
harraſſed with the fatigue and hard- 
ſhips of a Campaigne. 2 Sam. 1r. 11, 


And when good Nehemiah heard the tra- 


gical Narrative- of Jeraſalew*s deſolation, 
the afflictions of hys Soul wers viſible in 
lis 
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his face, Aid the King read in the ſadneſs 
and ſolemnity of his Conntenance, the le- 
ible characters of that grief that poſſeſſed 
11s heart, and he juſtifies the Mourning in 
his Viſage, by repeating the ſad occaſion, 
thinking no ſigns of grief could be con- 
demned in him, when the City, the place 
of his Fathers Sepulchre lay waſte, and the 
Gates thereof were conſumed with fire, Neh. 
a SI 
When the Elders of the daughters of Sion 
ſate upon the ground, who could blame the 
Prophet for making it matter of complaint ? 
nor did they unreaſonably afte&t that po- 
ſture of ſitting there, ſince the lofty Walls 
and ſtately Towers of So» were levelled 
withit. Or was 1/azah in the wrong, when 
foretelling the day of treading down in the 


Valley of Viſion, which he calls the day of 
trouble and perplexity from the Lord Godof 


Hoſts, he thinks no expreſſions of grief too 
pathetick ro bewail the calamity, and that 
he had reaſon to weep bitterly, and forbid 
all attempts to aſſwage his ſorrows, becauſe 
of rhe ſpoiling of the Daughter of his people. 
Iſa. 22. 4, 5- 

If we look on 1/rae! in Captivity, by the 
Rivers of Babylon, we ſhall find them weep- 
ing at the remembrance of Sion, and it was 
2 becoming ſorrow ſuited to their unhappy 
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circumſtances ; but how little &corum do 
they obſerve, and how unſuitable are their 
ways to God's in his diſpenſations to his 
Church and People, who he «por beds of 
Tyory, and ſtretch themſelves upon their Conch- 
es ; who'chant to the ſound of the Viol, and in- 
vent themſelves Inſtruments of Muſick ; that 
drink Wine in bowls, and anoint themſelves 
with the chief Ointments, but are not grieved 
for the afflidtions of Joſeph: Amos 6. 4, 
5,6, Well do they deſerve a Woe, who 
are thus at eaſe iz $:on, while the Lord hath 
cover'd it with a Cloud of his fierce Anger, 
And are like Ahaſhuerws and his favourite 
Haman who late down to drink, while the 
City Shuſhan was perplexed. A blamable - 
circumſtance in their behaviour,and an un- 
ſeaſonable allowance of themſelves in mirth 
and jollity , and unlike his temper, who 
is afflicted in all the affiictions of his People. 
Whoſe example Chriſtians ſhould imi- 
tate as perſons of publick Spirits, and have 
ſo quick a ſenſe of the calamities and ſuf- 


 ferings of their brethren, as to be able to 


ſay with the Apoltle, who is afflicted, and 
I burn not ? 2, Cor. 11. 29. It 1s not 
a ſeaſon for men to ſeek great things for 
themſelves, when God 1s laying mae, —_ 
ing down what he had built, and plucking 
up what he had planted, He who fits A 
idle 
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idle uncorerned ſpettator,when his neigh- 
bours houſe is on fire, may ſoon have occa- 
fion to imploy his great t induſtry to fave 
hisown, and therefore ought to give his 
beſt aſſiſtance to ſuppreſs the flame, be- 
fore it comes near enough to do him any 
prejudice. And if we are inſenſible and 
have no- ſtirrings of compaſſion: for our 
Brethren-in diſtreſs, this unbecoming dif- 
regard may provoke God to make us ſha- 
rers in that miſery: for which we had no 
ſence of pity, whule it was foreign” to 
_ us. Weare told that ro every thing there ts 
a ſeaſon,ans a time fo every purpoſe under Hea- 
wen, Feclel. 3. 1. 4 time to weep , ani 4 
time to langh , and ſure the time to weep 
muſt be rhe time of adverſity and rribula- 
tion, and he that Jawphs in the houſe of 
monrnins, is guilty of rudeneſs and inhu- 
manity,as well as of folly and inconfiderati- 
on. What cenſure then do men deſerve, 
who have no concern - for the Schifms and 
breaches in the Church of Chriſt, and can 
look on its diviſions without any thoughts 
of heart ? who ſee War and deſolation 
threatning to invade their Country, while 
homebred difcords' weaken and expoſe ir, 
and yet care for none of all theſe things. 
Bur inſtead of endeavouring to compoſe 


the differences, foment and cheriſh them, 
Its 
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inſtead-of cementing the breaP8hes, widen 
and enlarge them ? Who while their bre- 
thren are jeoparding their lives in thehigh 
places of. the field, abide among the Sheep folds, 
to hear the bleating' of- the flocks ! who. feaſt 
on- the days appointed for: humiliation, 
and inſtead of imitating 1/rael in hanging 
up their Harps, call loudeſt for them, and 
entertain their ears with the voice of. me- 
lody ? 

They muſt ſure be putrid and corry 
members that have ſo little ſenſe 'of what 
the body feels, and have no more relation 
to it than a Glaſs Eye or a Wooden Leg, 
nor ſerve half {ſo much for uſe or -orna- 
ment. | 

But though it is »othing to theſe men, 
what is done to God's 'Church and People, 
and they paſs by as regardleſs of the af- 
fliction wherewith the Lord hath afflicted Si- 
on tn the day of his fierce anger, as the Prieſt 
and Levite did of the wounded Travel- 
lor ; It ts our duty not to forget Jeruſalem, 
our Souls mult cleave to the daft, when we 
find her hoxour laid init, our tongues. be 
dumb, and oar right hands forget their cun- 
ning, if we pray not for the peace of Jeru- 
ſalem, if we prefer it not above. our chief 
J9. 


The 
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{: - The ſetnd thing we are to think on in 
.rhe Equality of our Ways, is their agree- 
ment .with God's ways and diſpenfations 
. towards our ſelves. Which are viſtble in 
his Mercies and his Judgments, 

It'' was the Pſalmiſt's inquiry what (he 
ſhould render to the Lord for all his benefits, 
Pſ: .x16. 12. and it ſhould be our confi- 
deration, what returns we have made,how 
an{werable to God's dealings with us, the 
mercies with which he hack imbraced us 
on every fide, whether {ſpiritual or tempo- 
ral. If, as he hath beſtowod his Talents 
liberally on us, we have made as large 
improvements of thoſe plenriful | receits, 
and as we have been furniſhed with vari- 
ous, excellent, and continued means of 
Grace ; ſo have happily grown, and made 
a ſucceſsful progrels in it, not negleQting 
the opportunities vouchſafed us. 

Or if, as he hath ſet us up as ſo many 
living monuments of his 'mercies ; ſo we 
have not been backward to celebrate and 
proclaim them, to declare what he hath 
done for our Souls: Again, If as we have 
been the ſubjets of many unexpeCted de- 
liverances and as Brands ſnatched out of 
the fire of that «calamity wherein others 
| have been conſumed ; ſo we have made a 
due acknowledgment of praiſe and obedi- 
| ENCE 7 
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ence : And laſtly, if, as he hath pagſper'd che 


works of our hands upon us, and bleſſed our ſub- 


ſtance with encreaſe, we have bin rich towards 


him, in works of Piety and Charity, the 
Sacrifices with which he ts pleaſed : then our 
ways have been equal 1n their ſuitableneſs 
to his, Now if we ſearch the Chronicles 
of our own Hiſtory, we ſhall find all theſe 
benefits upon record, and ſurely when theſe 
favours and this goodneſs of God are there 
repreſented to us, we ſhall not paſs them 
over, without inquiring, as Ahaſuerws did 
upon hearing the account of Mordecai”s good 
ſervice, What hath been done to, him for this ? 
Eſth. 6. 3. have we given him the honour 
due unto his name ? have we taken the Cup 
of Salvation and called upon it ? have we 
offered him the Sacrifice ook aadoin, and 
pay'd our vows unto him ? Such returns he 
looks for from us,and if we do not improve 
to- advantage the Grace and goodneſs 
which his bounty hath richly diſpenſed 
to us, we fruſtrate his deſign, and diſap- 
point his expeCtations, who requires a plen- 
tiful Harveſt where he hath been a libe- 


. ral Sower, and that we ſhould put his Tas 


lents to the Exchangers, and return him his 
own with Vſury, Mat. 25. 27. 


E When 


5o Thoughts well Employd : Or, 
Wher® he had fenced his Vineyard 'and 
gathered out the ſtones thereof, and planted ir 
with the choiteſt Vine, he looked that it 
ſhould bring forth\Grapes; and 'when he 
found -thar '1t brought forth wild' Grapes, 
was it not'reaſonable'that 'he ſhould ' #ake 
away the Heage thereof, ##d let it "be eaten tp, 
Hd take "away the Wall "thereof, 'avd \let '5t 


'be trd0tHten down ! And 'when God hath ſet 


a hedge: of protection-and* preſervation a- 
bonr us ; when his hand hath been 0 way 
'ſtraitned towards us ; bt His favours have 
'been renewed: rpon tis/as conftantly! as the 
ſeveral moments of our'lives have ſueceed- 
'e&d to each other : he/ waits for: ſornething 
from *us that” may 'an{wer *his+care and 
-paihs. Byt if we prove hike the Fig-tree 
in his Vineyard, when he came and Sughe 
F#ruit thereon,” and fouhd*nohe ; ſhall he 
' Tot ſentene&usto be 'chr Adin from camber- 

"ing his grotnd ? What-can we ſuppole to 


be the reaſon why we were brouphr out "of 


' darkneſs into his marvelous light, 'but''that 
"we ſhould by an extraordinary ſplendor 
- of our lives, enhanſe hisglory/ who vouch- 
"{afed us that il|liminaribn ? - By inftating 
"ns in tze glorious '/:Serty of the: Sons of God, 
he intended'we thould-be-ſo far fenſfible'of 
that freedom, and value it at ſo juſt a rate, 
'-as Not to repeat the Captivity, and en- 
ſlave 


” - 
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ſlave our ſelves again to our gwn luſts, 
nor be anew entangled 1n that intolerab E 
bonaage. ———_— 

* But if in times of light and ſplendor ug- 
der the Goſpel, we live in darkneſs, and 
continue in the praCtice of ſuch immoralj- 
ties as would put a heathen to hy rg FF, 
we grope our way when the Day-ſpring fron 
Nt 1h hath Kit or 45 ; and GL Shen 
it is made ſmooth and plain before us ; 
we are guilty of a baſeneſs which we cen- 
ſure and condema in our fellow creatures, 
while we think our ſelves defrauded of 


the benefit which we might in juſtice have 


expected from them. 

Thus if we have planted a tree in a 
fertile ſoil, where its roots may ſpread 
themſelves abroad in the fatteſt earth, 
and have the vicinity of refreſhing Streams 


to promote their growth ; and notwith- 


ſtanding theſe advantages, 'we find it does 
not bring forth fruit in its due ſeaſon, and 
only cloaths itsbranches with uſeleſs leaves; 
we concludes it deſerves the Axe for mock« 
ing our care and induſtry. Or if we meet 
with the leanneſs of Pharaoh's. Kine upon 


thoſe which we keep in our choiceſt Pa- 


Kures, are we not. vexed at the diſappoint- 
ment of our .hapes, and ready to deafen 
every, ear with oyr complaints ? and what 

9 do 
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do we el, while we become thus queru- 
tous, but condemn our ſelves out of our own 
months? and indeed if we find the ſame 


unfruitful leanneſs in our ſelves, 'though 
ſeated in the ſame advantages, we ſhould 


+, be very partial not to paſs an equal cen- 


ſure on a caufe no leſs deferving it. 

* And as Spiritual; ſo Temporal mercies 
require the grateful acknowledgment of 
our lives in obeying and praiſing the Au- 
thor of them, becauſe it 1s a return which 
he expets. When he expoſtulates with 
David by his Prophet, for deſpifing the 
commandment of the Lord, and doing e- 
vil in his ſight, he enumerates the great 
things which he had done for him, the 4- 
notnting him Kjng over Iſrael, and delivering 
him out of the hand of Saul, the giving 
him his Maſters Houſe, and his Maſters 
Wives into his boſom. 2 Sam. 12. 7. 8, and 
he reminds him of his bounty not -to up- 
braid him with it, but to make him ſfenſi- 
ble how that ſhould have influenced his 
actions, and reſtrained him from offend- 
ing a God, who had ſo obliged and load- 
ed him with benefits. And we find it 
recorded for an aggravation. of the Iſra- 
elites baſe ingratitude, that when God 
delivered them out of Egypr, and yy 
« table for them in the Wilderneſs, and fed 
| them 
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them with a diet that was neigher ſpare 
nor mean, for he gave them meat enough, 
and filled them with the bread of Heaven 3 
yet they murmured while it was in their 
mouths, their deſires were more ' to the 
fleſb-pors of Egypt , than to the food of An- 
gels, and they prefered the ſlavery of the 
Brick-Klaes for the ſake of the Leeks and 
Onions, before the freedom of God's Ser- 
vice with all its advantages and re- 
wards. 

By the inequality of Iſraels ways in this 
particular, we may take meaſure of our 
own, and perhaps we ſhall find our carri- 
age as reproveable in circumſtances of a 
near affinity with theirs, that though we 
have been freed from our grievances and 
oppreſſions under a Kzng that knew not 
Joſeph, and fit every man under his own Vine, 
and under his own Fig-tree, enjoying the Li- 
berty and Property we admure, and have 
no leading into Captivity among us ; yet we 
do not ceaſe from unjuſt complaining in our 
Streets, and {light the bleſſing of being iz 
ſuch 2 Caſe , the happineſs of having the 
Lord for our God. We may juſtly fear 
that ſuch negletts may provoke him to 
recall his mercies, of which we are not 
worthy, and pour his judgments, which 
we rather deſerve, upon us. And it we 

E 3 Mould 
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ſhould AtEUny tiitie feel rhe laſhes of his 
Rod, which is proper for the backs of 
fuch inconſiderate fools, our puniſhment 
mult work that wiſdom and amendment 
if us, which our good uſage could not 'ef- 
fet, But if we turn not into him that 
miteth us , neither ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, 
if he hath ſf{rickez ws, but we have not grie- 
wed, if he hath conſumed us, but we have 
refuſed to receive corredtion ; but have made 
our faces harder than a Rock, and have re- 
fuſed to return}, will ir not be truly ſaid of 
vs that we are poor, that we are fo>b>yſb, that 
we know not the way of the Lord, ner the 
gn of our God? But if we return to 

-., ooo! thre: thr ado op 

im, and repent of thoſe impieties for 
Which we were chaſtiſed, our ways will 
be equal and acceptable to him, and we 
hall receive this advantage by their being 
To, that as be hath torn us, he will heal us, 
as he hath ſmitten us, he will bindus up. 

The third particular in which the E-+ 

Huality of our Ways is to be diſcerned, 
35 the correſpondency of our preſent courſe 
of life, with the primary aCtings of Grace 
and Holineſs in us, 


When firſt God brings Mens Souls out of 


Spiritual Botda 


'8 | e broken, 'and the fetters 
'of thar'difmal 


aptivity newly fallen from 
their 


SE and they find the Shackles 'of their 


y 
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their feet ; when they are /ifggd out of 
the mire in which they once ſtuck fait, and 
from an Egyptian darkneſs are brought 
into. the light of Goſhen; and when the, 
ſenſe of this loving kindneſs of the Lora 
lies freſh upon their Souls, they are like 
the fountain of the Sun in Jupiter Ham- 
#10n's Temple, at the firſt eruption of the 
morning light, warm with love and gra- 
titude, but, like that , abate of their fer- 
vour , as the heat of the day encreales. 
Theſe men ruz well at their firit ſetting 
forth, and are eager to obtain the prize, 
but the eſteem of it leſſens by the way, 
and they grow faint and weary in themud- 
dle of the Race. 

Now we muſt take heed that this be 
not our condition, we muſt remember the 
days of old, and if we find there was once a 
time when we could welcome all the ſutter- 
ings which we endur'd for the ſake of 
Chriſt, and counted them a new additi- 
on to our honours; when we believed 
the tryals of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, yea 
moreover of Ronds and Impriſoument, the 
greateſt illuſtrations of our Virtue , and 
proofs of our being iuch, of whom the world 
was not worthy; a time when our hearts 
were ready to echo to every command 


from Heaven, and cry, /o I come to do thy 
E 4 will, 
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will, O G#: when our love was ſo refined 
and perfect, that it retained no mixture, 
no allay of fear ; when no difficulties or 
dangers could make us {tart aſide out of 
the way of righteouſneſs, but we took pa- 
tiently the ſpoiling of our goods, and all imagi- 
nable injuries and indignities for the ſake 
of the Goſpel, and were ready to part with 
our deareſt pledges and enjoyments, to 
follow our Saviour to his Croſs: And if 
we do not now perceive thoſe holy fires 
ſtill flaming in our breaſts ; if the love of 
Chriſt hath not {till ſuch a conſtraining 
power, that many waters cannot allay the 
ardor, much leſs qzerch the fire of our af- 
fection towards him ; we {hall have reaſon 
to conclude that we are fallen into the in- 
conſtancy of the Church of Epheſus and 
have left our firſt love, Rev. 2. 4 

But we are in no wiſe to allow our ſelves 
to be thus altered from our original perfecti- 
on, and inſtead of excelling the pattern we 
ſet our ſelves at firſt, fail in our imitation 
of it. And therefore we are to remember 
from whence we are fallen, and endeavour 
to retrieve our ſelves and regain our 
primeval Character by doing our firſt 


works, 


And 
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And to this end we muſt Aquire by 
what means it comes to paſs, that our Zeal 
cools, and our deſires run in a lower cha- 
nel; that our act:ity and ſtrength in the 
exerciſes of holy living, 1s enfeebled and 
benumb?d, into a Spiritual laſfineſs and de- 
bility : How we have been bewitched to 
forſake the Truth, and divide our aftections 
berween God and Mammon ; and why, 
having begun in the Spirit, we ſhould ge ſo 
far our of our way , to end iz the Fleſh, 
as if that could make us perfect. And 
when we have found the weight that hinders 
us to run as well as we did at firſt, let us 
lay it aſide, and the- ſin that does ſo eaſily be- 
ſet us, and ran with patience the Race that is 
ſet before us. 

We mult think on the unreaſonableneſs 
of our defiſting from a work in which we 
have engaged upon ſuch grounds and in- 
ducements as are ſtil] as ſtrong and as en- 
couraging as ever. 

Why ſhould we turn back ſince in our 
little progreſs in holineſs, we have not met 
with any thing to raiſe a ſuſpition 1n us that 
we have miſtook our way, or to make 
us repent of our former forwardneſs? Are 
not the Service of Jeſus Chriſt, which 1s 
perfe&t freedom; the continual feait of a 
good Conſcience ; the dwelling under the de- 


fence 
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fence off ti moit high, and. abiding under the 
ſhadow off the Almiehty ; as profitable and 
pleaſant, as ſafe andidefirable, as they have 
been repreſented ro us ? Is the Sample we 
have ſeen of the Cluſters of Canaan, fuch 
as gives us occaſion to deſpiſe the Land, 
or bring an #1 report onvthat which is in- 
deed fo good ? 

Let it not be ſaid of us that we have 
changed our glory for that which doth not 
profit, or forſaken the Fountain of living 
Waters, and hewen out to our ſelves broken 
Cifterns, Have we ſeen no form or coml:- 
#e[s in our Saviour, during our ſmall en- 
joyment of his preſence ? or could we per- 
ceive no beanty in him, that we ſhould 4de- 
fire him as we have done heretofore ? Why 
ſhould we give him occaſion to expoſtu- 
late with us as hedid once with I/rae/ ? 
O my People, what have T done unto thee, and 
wherein have I wearied thee, Teſtifie againit 
?7e. Mic. 6. 3. and if wecan put him 1n re- 
membrance of his dealing ſo with us, when 
we plead together, it behoves us to declare 
it ; that we may be juſtified. But he hath not 
preſſed us to impoſlibilities ; nor exatted 
our uſual tale of Bricks withour giving us 
proportionable allowances of Straw ; he 
hath not oppreſſed our ſhoulders with heavy 
vurdens, Which he hath not enabled us to 

hear ; 
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bear ; his Commandments have ®not been 
grievots, nor have the meaneſt of our 
Services met with diſproportionate re- 
wards ; But he has prevented our wiſhes, 
and done abundantly for us above what 
we were able to ask or think. And if 
we ſeriouſly conſider this, we ſhall be aſha- 
med to remit of our endeavours, or {lacken 
our former diligence in the ways of Piety, 
but gird up the loins of our minds, and finiſh 
our courſe with the ſame alacrity, which 
we ſhewed inour beginning it. 

And now wecome to the fourth and laſt 
thing wherein we muſt think upon the E- 
quality of our Ways, and that is how con- 
ſiſtent they are with our Hopes. 

And truly oar hope is even in God, that 
when our houſe of this exrthly Tabernacle is 
diſſolved, we ſhall have a building of God, 
a houſe z0t maze with hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. 

That there we ſhall receive « Crown of 
glory that fadeth 'not away, and have an eaſfie 
entrance into the joy of our Lora, that ful- 
neſs of joy which is'in his preſence, and thoſe 
pleaſures whichare at his right hand for ever- 
more, Theſe great, theſe inconcievable 
Bleffings, ſuch as Eye hath nat ſeen, 'nor Ear 
heard, 'nor have entred into the heart of man, 
are'the object of which ourambition is di- 

rected ; 
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reed: olf aſpiring thoughts, and towring 
hopes all aim at this perpetual felicity. 
And theſe, one would think, ſhould have 
a ſufficient prevalency to engage us in the 
right methods of arriving where we hope 
to be. The Apoſtle tells us that every one 
that ftriveth for the maſtery is temperate in all 
things, 1 Cor. 9. 25. Meaning thereby 
not only his continence, or abſtinence from 
things hurtful, but a competent uſe of 


things neceſſary to encreaſe his ſtrength, 


and thoſe too obtained by a continual ex- 
erciſe., Now they of whom he ſpeaks, 
took this pains to obtain z corruptible Crown, 
and ſhall not we be more indefatigable in 
oar endeavours for one that 1s zxcorrupti- 
ble? Here we have no abiding place, the lit- 
tle ſatisfaction which they, who make this 
world the centre of their happineſs, find in 
it, argues that God never intended it for 
their repoſe. The warzety of their deſires 
meets with vexation of Spirit 1n all things, 
and they are ſtil] upon the inquiry, who will 
ſhow us any good ? thoughin all their ſearch 
after what is ſubſtantially ſo, they meet 
with nothing but ſome ſhadows and faint 
reſemblances of it, which are not only de- 
luſory phantaſms, that cannot ſatisfie them, 
but malignant SpeCtres, that invite them 
to their ruin. So that all the diſcovery they 

can 
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can make of happineſs, 1s, thatgt is not to 


be found on earth. 


Now : the reaſon why we can find no 
real fatisfa&ion, is becauſe inſtead of ſtri- 
ving for maſtery over the Egemies of our 
Nature, we fight againſt our own Souls, 
and are as well the managers, as the ſeat 
of that war that is waged againſt our ſelves, 
not conſidering that God hath intended 
higher things for us, a Victory over, and 
not a Slavery to ſuch Vanities, and rewards 
our Conqueſt not with a fading Chaplet 
made of leaves, but with an immarceſh- 
ble Crown of Glory. This 1s the Prize for 
which we ſtrive, the Goal to which we 
run, and the exerciſe of Grace muſt be both 
the Race and Path. There 1s no arrivin 
at Happineſs, but by ſuch means, whoſe 
purity ſhews they are of the ſame nature 
with their end, as the light rhat direQs us 
to ſee the Sun, 1s congenial with the Sun 
it ſelf. 

He that would find Heaven at his jour- 
neys end, muſt take the way that leads to 
it, muſt have his converſation there, and 
make Grace his road to Glory. But if 
we embrace 4 dunghill, who pretend to 
have been brought up in Scarlet ; if we walk 
in darkneſs, who claim az inheritance with 
the Saints in light; the degeneracy of our 

actions 
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from ourgpretendions, will difcoyer us to 
be Impoſtors, and we ſhall nat be- alow- 
ed of for che Sops of Gog, and - joint-heirs 
with Chri#, becauſe we negleCt ito do the 
works-which alone can juſtifie our relation 
to him. 

St. Jobn repreſenting to us what we al- 
ready are, and what we may expe to 
be, thews us alfo what an .znfluence thar 
hope.ought.tohave over.our canverſation ; 
that axow.we are the Sons.of Gog, eud it doth 
not yet appear what we fhall be, but we know 
that when. hefball appear, we'ſhall be dike bin : 
for we fhall ſee hins as he is. And every ope 
that bath-this bope is bim, parifieth himſelf, 
even as beiis pure. ' + es 

The promiſes of happineſs.are made up- 
on this-condition, without halineſs no man 
ſball fee 1God, tHe that would) be tranila- 
red +to.reign with ;him in ;Heaven, ;,muſt 
like !Exocb, walk with:hjnz,on-Earth. ;There 
will be no participation of his glory allow- 
ed-to.them who-have not a reſemblance 
of his purity. Nay. the object of our;hope, 
the falldiry which conſiſts in ſeeing and, en- 
joying God, .is loſt -to the impure. ' ;His 
Spiritual perfections..cannot be, diſcerned 
'by -them, the. purity. of : his -Eflence. is not 
'hable to their apprehen(ions, ,he. will ſeem 
:to them no'better. than:one of. the . __—_ 
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the Heathens, whom they:repgefented in 


their own figure and :{imilitude, andren- 


red them:ſubjeCt to:the-paſſions and. infir- 


Mmities that were {predominant .m 'them- 


ſelves. 
For asit-is impoflible for men to- raiſe 


their notions of -any thing above what 
-they underſtand; ſo wicked men have 
-mean conceptions - of :God*s holineſs, be- 


cauſe ' they make:an-eftimate of it by their 
own, and therefore think him ſuch « oxe as 


"themſelves. But could they be admitted to 


the beatifick Viſion, and allowed a clearer 
ſight than the dark enigmatical view they 
have at-preſent, what pleaſure, .what .en- 


[50yment would they: find in it ? alas none : 


for-a "Spiritual object can be no way agree- 


able: to -a- carnal faculty, nor can the con- 


templation. of God's: purity , be a happi- 


meſs to thoſe whoſe delight is in unclean- 
neſs. 


'Wherefore, - as. the! promiſe of this re- 
ward is:an-1ncitement to the love of:holi- 
neſs, ſo the: expectation of it can be ſatis- 


_ - faftory to.none but thoſe who .are pare: #72 


heart. . And for this'reaſon God makes the 


- perfection of holineſs hereafter, the recom- 
;Ppence of its -1nitiation here. So: that this 


will bea matter very well deſerving the 


employment of . our thoughts.and ſerious 


re 
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refletion,gwhether we take the right way 
to obtain the accompliſhment of our hope, 
and lay aſide all thoſe defilements and pol- 
lutions which may obſtruct it. For this 
clean(ing our ſelves from all filthinefs both of 
Fleſh and Spirit, 1s that perfecting aver: 
in the fear of God, waich alone can entitle 
us to his grear and pretious promiſes ; be- 
cauſe nothing that is unclean can have ad- 
mittance into his preſence, nor ſhall any 
smpure thing continue in his ſight, for he is of 
purer Eyes than to behold Intquity, and there 
is as little fellonſhip between Chriit and 
Belial, as communication between light and 
darkneſs; the new Heaven wherein dwelleth 
righteouſneſs, can be no proper habitation 
for the workers of iniquity. They therefore 
who look for ſuch. « Heaven,mult be diligent 
that they may be found without ſpot and 
blameleſs, the only qualification for it. 
2 Pet. 3. 4. It is our duty, if we would 
entertain a reaſonable hope to: partake of 


God's illuſtrious purity in Heaven, to make - 
as near approaches to it as we can on Earth, 


by purging our ſelves from fin, and extir- 
pating our vices and impurities, that ſo 
we may become Veſſels of Honour, ſantti= 
fied and meer for the Maſter's uſe. Nor 
will it ſuffice us to be transformed into the 
reſemblance of our Lord only in what re- 
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lates to his more exalted Stat® but we 
mult be afhimilated to him in his humilia- 
tion and abaſement, upon all occafions for 
it, If we would receive a Crown of Glory 
from his hands, we muſt ſubmit our heads 
to be crowned, like his, with thorns $4 and 
not ſtartle at his Croſs when it is laid upon 
our ſhoulders, but bear the burden as 
chearfully for his ſake, as he carried it for 
ours. We muſt deſpiſe the ſhame and igno- 
miny of it, for the joy that ts ſet before ws, 
or elſe we muſt not hope to ſit down with 
him at the right hand of the Throne of God. 

For if we refuſe to endure the hardſhips to 

which his ſervice ſometimes expoſes us, 

we have no pretence to its rewards: for the 

way to accompany him in his triumphs, 1s 

to follow him in his ſufferings 3 and when 

we have thus born the Image of the Earth- 

ty, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the Hea- 

venly, St. Paul tells us, that only when 

tribulation worketh patience, and patience ex- 

pertence, and experience hope, that 15 the cer- 

rain hope, which mareth not aſhamed, Rom. 

5. 3,4, 5- foritis a well grounded hope, 

and ſhall not be di/appoixted: but what e- 

ver hope we entertain which 1s not the 

conſequence of that Climax, which 1s not 

begor by thoſe degrees, is the hope of Hypo- 

erites, which ſhall periſh. 

F We 
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We.come .now. to conſider the Fourth 
thing tobe thought on in our Ways, and 
that 1s, ſafety of them. By which 1s-4ntend- 
ed their being ſuch in which we may ac- 
quieſce, and think-our ſelves ſecure, and he 
willing to be found 1n them at that day 
when we muſt paſs an examination of 
taem. 

We know that we wut all appear before 
the Judgment Seat of Chrit,to give an account 
of all 1hinns done 1 the Body, whether good 
or evil, Now doubtlicts it imports us to 
conſider whether our ways are ſuch as 
wil! endure this 1.cft, whether we have 
funpplyed our {elves with Oz, and trimmed 
our Lamps againlt che comme of the Þride- 
2ro0m ; or like the fooliſh Virgins, wm the 
Parabje, loſe the opportunity of going in 
with him 1nto the Marriage-Chamber, while 
we are ſceking in vain ro by; and whe- 
ther we have got on ſych a Wedding Gar- 
ment , as Will priviledge us tg fir: at rhe 
table with the other gueſts, or have neg- 
lected to provide one, and for that reaſon 
ſhall be excluded rhence, and caſt into 
outer aarkneſs. St, Paul who had declared 
of himlelt that he was zozching the righte- 
ouſaeſs which is tu the Law blameleſs, Phil, 
3. 6, yet delires to be found at the lift 
_ anyinChriſt, not having his own riehteouſneſs 


which 
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which is of the law, but that whigp is through 
the faith of Chri, He was able to chat- 
tenge the World, as our Saviour did, to 
eonvince him of Sin tn the breach of the 
letter of the Law, and yet durſt not rely 
on his own righteouſneſs, to be found in it 
at the day of Accounts. 
He knew that God doth not fee xs Man 
ſeeth, thar men are too ſuperficial in theit 
expolitions of the Law, and more in their 
obedience to it, and would overlook many 
failings and infirmities which could not ef= 
cape the ſight and fentence of that diſcern- 
ing, God, whoſe Eyes are on the Ways of Man, 
and to whom, both his inward thoughts 
and heart, be they never ſo deep, are open. 
He knew that no man, how good, how 
innocent ſoever, could efcape condemnatis- 
er in that Judgment, if he ſhould be cal- 
ted to a ſtrict account for the moſt inof- 
fenfive day of his whole life, without the 
Merits and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift 
to plead for and excuſe him. 

And if this great Apoſtle found in his 
very righteouſnels, in his wiiteſt innocen- 
cy, and moſt unerring ſtate, fomerhing 
which he durſt not ſtand ro, what con- 
fidence ſhall weaker Chriſtians have in 
their own performances? and' if zhe Rizh- 
reous ſcarcely be a then hall _ 
"Y! 2 Js 
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Ungodly and the Sinner appear ? What ſhall 
become ofThem, who-trom their tender in- 
fancy have been imployed in the drudge- 
ries of Satan, and bending their courſe to 
Hell? whoſe unrepented {ins ſhall at that 
day attend them in their crimſon liveries, 
and be rendered heinous indeed by all the 
aggravating circumſtances, whereby fin is 
apable of being made exceeding ſinful ? 
What then ſhall the Adulterer do , who 
durſt not venture on his darling fin, with- 
out the favourable ſhelter of the :mylight, 
or the kind concealment of a diſguiſe ; 
when his deeds of darkneſs ſhall be broughe 
to light, and his nakedneſs made a {petFa- 
cle to Men and Angels? If the morning was 
ro him as the ſhadow of ceath,and a diſcovery 
bred ſtrange confuſion in him ; then whar 
guilty bluſhes ſhall overſpread his face, 
what anxious apprehenſions ſhall rerrifie 
his Soul ; whea he ſees his ſecret filthineſs, 
which he took ſuch care to hide, made pub- 
lick, and Hell fire prepared as a ſuitable 
iſhnent for his burning luſt ? What 
then ſhall the prodigicus Swearer do, 
who bids defiance to Heaven with horrid 
Oaths and Blaſphemies, and treats. his 
Creator more contemptibly than he would 
uſe one of his inferiours, when he finds 
that God will not hold hin: guiltleſs for 
take» 
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ftakeing his name in vain? In vain indeed, 
ſince 1t redounds ſo much to the diſhonour 
of his Maker, ſo much to the prejudice of 
his Soul, without any the leaft procure- 
ment, nay proſpect of advantage, even in 
his temporal intereſts ? 


What refuge ſhall they find, who avow- 
edly declare againſt all religion, denying 
God with the very breath he gave them, 
and employ that reaſon by which he exal- 
ted them above all earthly creatures, to 
repreſent him lower than the meaneſt ? 
Would the Drunkard be found fitting at 
his Cups, with his underſtanding drow- 
ned in his liquor, when the woe denoun- 
ced againſt them that are m#gbty to drink 
Wine, ſhall be ready to be put 1n executi- 
on? Would he who hath greedily gained 
of his neighbour by ———_ taken with 
the ſpoyle of the poor in his houſe, when 
the Lord comes to enter into judgment 
with him ? Would the Perjurer be ſurpri- 
ſed with a falſe Oath in his mouth, and 
the reward of wickedneſs in his hands, when 
a ſeverer curſe than that repreſented by 
the flying Roll: Zech. 5. 2, 3. ſhall be 
ſent to conſume, not his houſe, alone, but 
himſelf for ever ? Or would the Murderer 
be caught in the inhumane a&, with the 

F 3 ſtains 
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Rains of @ckiag gore upon him, in that 
day when God ſhall make ingai{ition for 
blood? Tet the Hypocrite, who embraces 
but the ſhadow of Religion, or the A+ 
theift, who derides the ſubſtance, ſay if 
they think they could conſent that Judg- 
ment ſhould overtake the one, impoſing 
upon Heaven, or the other ſetting it at de- 
Hance ; when the one ſhall be cloathed with 
ſhame, tor infincerity in profeſſing religi+ 
on,and the other condemned for 1umpiety in 
not profeſſing it at all ? when the /aſt Trums 
pers Tound ſhall ſummon the dead to/ariſe 
to judgment ; when the Elements ſhall melt 
with fervent heat, and the Earth and all the 
works that are therein ſball be burnt up ; wouid 
we willingly be found living in a deſtrus 
tive courſe of vice and wickedneſs, and 
not rather in the commendable practice of 
true piety,. addreſſing our ſelves to Hea- 
ven by continual devotions, and qualify- 
ing our ſelves tor ic by all holy Converſati- 
ou aud Godlineſ? 

There is none {o brazen-fac'd and ſhame- 
leſs that ſhall then endure to look upon 
his Judge, or be ſeen by him ; no ane fo 
hardened 1n iniquity, that ſhall hear his 
Sentence without horror, without begging 
the Mountains tafall ou him and the Hills ta 
eover biz from te face of him that ſitteth 
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on the throne. For when the greag day of his 
wrath is come, who ſhall be able ro ſtand ? 
When' our Sins on one hand, ſhafl ſtand 
ready to accuſe us, and the Devils wait 
as officiouſly on the other,: to'torment us ; 
when Hell ſhall open its dreadful'mouth 
to {wallow us, and an angry Fudge con- 
demn us' to it; when we ſhall ſee the 
World in a flame about vs,, and feel our 
Conſciencez burning us within ; Ah'whi- 
ther ſhall we flye, where it is impoſſible 
tobe concealed, and intolerable to'appear ! 
where we ſhall' ſeek refuges as vainly as 
we ſpent our lives, and the puniſhment 
of our ſins ſhall: be as unalterable as our 
inclinations to them were. 

And if our ways do not prove ſuch,when 
we have thought upon them, as we may 
expect ſafety un at this great' and terrible 
day, we ought to endeavour quickly to 
make them fo, that when our Lord jhall 
appear,, we may have confidence, and not be 
afhamed before him at his coming. Theleare 
the things about which we are to employ 
our thoughts, in the conſideration of our 
Ways; from which we may proceed to 
what muſt be their buſineſs 1n the Fourth 
place, viz. 
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IV.Wh# is the moſt ſexſoaable time for the 
exerciſe of our thoughts in this employ= 
ment of thinking -_ our Ways. 

This is a duty of ſuch weighty conle- 
quence and univerſal obligation, that we 
cannot be inſtant in it out of ſeaſon. Yet 
there are ſome critical times, when the 
practice .of it 1s more eſpecially requiſite, 
{ome times that call aloud on us to exert 
It, 

Firit, When our Eyes wait upon the Lora, 
not, as the Pſalmiſt's did, in expectation 
of his ſhewing mercy , but with appre- 
henſions of his executing ſome impending 
Judgments on us. ?*Tis true; they are at 
preſent far above out of our ſight, and our 
circumſtances, in reſpect of moſt other Na- 
tions, diſcoyer more of Heavens indulgence, 
than its anger, and that God has not ſo 
much #@ controverſie with our Land, as a kind- 
nels for it. 

While moſt other people are deafned 
with the alarms of War, within their 
borders, and have the Sword unſheathed 
among them ; we, Gcd be praiſed, only 
hear the rumours of thoſe hoſtilities by 
which they periſh, and are without the 
reach of the Weapons that depopulate 
their, Coyntries ; Whyle the Earth opens its 
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mouth upon ſome of them, andalwallows 
thouſands as greedily as it did Corah and 
his Company ; we live in as much ſafety 
on it, as if we were preſerved for its re- 
pleniſhment : While rhe Sea, not brooking 
its uſual bounds, makes violent encroach- 
ments on the Land, and overwhelms mul- 
titudes, as it once did Pharoah and his Hoſt, 
we are ſecure amidſt its waves; and like 
Iſrael, owe our protection to them : And 
while theHeaven brings its auxiliary forces 
from above, and the fire of God deitroys 
what theſe had ſpared, as 1t once did So- 
dom : We are a brand reſcued from that 
conſumption, and live to hear in ſafety the 
dreadful Narrative of theſe Calamities. 
But may we not apprehend that the evil day 
of our affliction 1s not ſo far from ws, as 
it ſeems, or we would pat zt, ſince it is 
ny to be feared that we are as far 
rom a juſt ſence of the mercy that ex- 
empts us from this deſtrudtion, as we have 
been from periſhing by it ? or elſe whar 
means the noiſe of thoſe crying ſins that 
are generally in vogue amongſt us, and 
have debauched our converſation. That 
profeſſed Atheiſm in ſcofting at Religion, 
and deſpifing the Wiſdom of tearing God, 
as the greateſt ſtupidity and fooliſhneſs ; 
that cloſe hypocriſie in uſeing Rogen 

or 
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for a pre®nee vo: promote our Fnrereſts, or 
cloak our Villanies ? That prophane ſwear- 
mY'and blafphemy ; that common: dran- 
kenneſs: and: riot ; with'a: long Catalogue 
ef other' miquities, which'ought not tobe 


once named; and'yet are daily practiſed a- 


mong' us?” When' we think on our unſuit- 
abſe returns: for former deliverances:; our 
miſimprovement of preſent mercies:; our 
falſeneſs to'our profeſſed end, and declared 
mtentions; our” cleaving to our old luſts, 
and: tlie general depravation of our man- 
ners; with'that irreſolution and double-mind- 
ed wavering; that' makes us inſtable in all 
our ways: When we lay all theſe together, 
and repreſent them' to our ſerious thoughts, 
we may: juſtly fear that:the clouds over us 
are: filled with. the Vials of God's wrath; 
ready: to» be: ponred* upon: our heads, and 
that' the leſs viſible the approach of his 
Vengeance. is; the' more ſuddain it will be 
in ſbrpriſing us, and'thar the longer it's 
defer'd, it will fall the heavier. 

For-where the Harveit ix ſo ripe, it is 
time to'thruit iz the Sitkle. Therefore be- 
fore the: decree-bring- forth, and'the fierce an- 
ger of the Lord yy Look as, 1t'will be very 
opportune” to think: upon our Ways, and 
humble onr ſelves after the example of 
Ninivie, tliat the event may be the ſame to 
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us, and that God ſeeing our wS#rks, that 
we turn from our evil ways, may repent 
of the evil thought upon, and not execute 
his vengeance on us, or may hide aus in 
the day of his anger. 

A Second Seaſon that ſhould put us in 
remembrance of our Ways, is when we 
feel the laſhes of the Rod and our hea- 
venly father's hand is heavy on us. When 
his Judgments are in the earth, it 15 time 
for the inhabitants of the World to learn 
righteouſnefl, And though we now enjoy 
at home all the caſe and plenty of a ſetled 
Peace, yct we have a deſtructive War a- 
broad ; we have enemies to encounter, 
who are not only envious at our proſpe- 
rity, and would diſturb our quiet, but 
whoſe contrivances and attempts are nu» 
merous, and reſtleſs to ſubvert our happy 
Government, and quench the light of our 
Iſrael, owar excellent Religion. Who would 
en{lave our Bodies to an Arbitrary Power, 
and our Conſcience to an Implicit Faith. 
And 15 not this a time to think upon our 
Ways, to ſee that we do not joyn with our 
enemies againſt our ſelves, and become 
_—y to our __ _—_— , 

he Signal and Exemplary Piety of 
thoſe to ——_ God, for the - ra iry 
on of our happineſs, hath commuted the 
3 SU» 
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SupreanP# Authority over us, hath often 
ſummoned us to this duty, by injoyning ſe- 
veral publick ſolemn humiliations through 
the Land ; the neceſſary work and ſuitable 
buſineſs of which days, is toexamine and 
inquire -into the errors of our ways, the 
many tranſgreſſions and enormities of our 
lives; and thereupon to arraign and paſs 
judgment upon our ſelves before the Lord. 
This was the voice of God's people in times 
of ſuffering and calamity, /et ws ſearch and 
try our Ways, and turn to the Lord our God, 
Lam. 3. 40. When he flew them they ſought 
him, and turned them early, and enquired after 
him, When we are involved in trouble, 
our thoughts are buſfie in contrivances to 
extricate and free our ſelves, as when E- 
phraim ſaw his ſickneſs, and Judah ſaw his 
wound, then went Ephraim to the Aſſyrian, 
and ſent to Kjng Fareb, Hol. 5. 13, We 
leave no human means untried, but alas ! 
in vain we ſeek to remove the effect of 
a continuing Cauſe, we do not find the 
{ource-and true original of our afflictions, 
for we enquire for them abroad, when we 
ſhould look for them at home ; and there- 
fore do not take right meaſures to remove 
them. The beſt and propereſt remedy 
1s preſcribed by the Holy Ghoſt, Eccle/. 
7. 14. in the day of adverſity conſider,” that 
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is, we muſt conſider, that our deſtguttion is 
of our ſelves, and that while our ſpiritual 
whoredoms are many and notorious , we Cen- 
quire in vain for peace, which 1s not the 
portion of the Wicked: And therefore *tis 
no wonder if we are overtaken with a 
Storm, while like Jonah, we are flying 
fom the p—_ of the Lord, Solomon in- 
forms us, that the beit means of obtaining 
peace from God, 1s, by pleaſing him in our 
ways, Prov. 16. 7. for then he will make all 
our Enemies to be at peace with us ; We ſhall 
have peace with God , our Neighbours, 
and our ſelves; the Wrath of God ſhall 
be appeaſed, the fiercenefi of Men reitrain- 
ed, and the clamours of Conſcience filen- 
ced. So that in our Perſonal or National 
Diſquietudes, we muſt not fly to the 
Creature, and ſeek Redreſs from external 
Succours, but turn our Eyes inward up- 
on our ſelves, and think upon our ways, 
that we may diſcover what 1dol-Last it is 
to which we pay our homage, that makes 
God jealous and incenſed. And when we 
have obſerved from whence our AMiCti- 
ons have their natural riſe, we muſt then 
employ our Induſtry, and look diligently, 
leſt any root of bitterneſs ſprizg up to trouble 
us: And we muſt take the fame courſe in 
our Domeſtick tryals. 


if 
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If blows upon our Eſtates , and 
waſtes them with a ſecret Curſe, and an 
inviſible Conſumption, ſo that we ow 
mouth, and bring in little ; we eat, but have 
not enough ; we drink, but are not filled with 
drink ; and he that earneth Wages, patteth 
tt into 4 Bag with holes; Then we muſt 
think upon our ways ; this is the beſt 
Preſcription can be given for our Rehef : 
And if Diſappointments blaft our Hopes, 
and fruſtrate our ExpeCtations : If Rela- 
tions prove unnatural, and Friends grow 
cold ; if our Father and Mother forſake as, 
and our Kijnsfolk fkand afar off, we need 
not fear : Burt if we commit our ways unto 
the Lord, he will bring oar deſires to paſd, and 
will take us ap, if we think upon our ways, 
and turn our feet unto. his Teſtimonies. 

A third Seaſon that requires this Duty, 
is, when we implore ſome ſpecial Bleſ- 
fing, and would obtain ſome fignal Fa- 
vour at God's hands: the Prophet tells 
Ijrael, That their ſins had withholden good 
things from them, Jer. 5. 25. And among 
other fatal Conſequences of their Iniqui- 
ties, it was one , that rhey had ſeparated 
between their God and them, Ia. 59. 2. Nor 
i5 it ſtrange that Sins that cry aloud ſhould 
have as much power as « Whiſperer, to ſe- 
parate chief Friends, He that walks in the 
pbk ts counſel 
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counſel of the ungodly , eltrangey, himſelf 
from God ; he goes liketthe Prodigal «ao 
a far Country, and bath reaſon to expett 
that God ſhould purſue him with Venge- 
ance, Tather than $oNow him with Mer- 
cies: for he draws zigh to none, but ſuch 
as make humble ths devout Approaches 
to him, unleſs it is for their DeitruQtion. 
He that hath thrown oft his filial Obedij- 
ence, cancels the Bonds of Paternal Love : 
He that renounces us profeſſed Allegi- 
ance, forfeits all Pretences to ProteCtion ; 
in ſuch caſes, we cannot rationally expect 
thet God ſhould cheriſh us as SubjeQs, or 
feed us with the Chilarens Bread : No, our 
own Hearts will rather prompt us to con- 
clude he ſhould puniſh our Undutifulneſs 
and Rebellion. If therefore we would be 
ſituate in the enjoyment of Mercies tem- 
poral or ſpiritual; it we would be the 
Subjets of God's Bounty, and ſo privi- 
ledged with Bleſſings of the Right-hand 
and the left ; the moſt compendious way 
of obtaining both, is to think upon our 
Ways, ſo as to turn our Feet unto his 
Statutes, Wou'd we be honour'd with 
the inhabitation of God's Preſence, we 
mult prepare our ſelves for his Reception ; 
and when our Hearts are clean withiz us, he 
wull not take his boly Spirit from ns, But 
we 
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- we cannag expett the K7zng of Glory ſhould 
come into thoſe places, where the Gates, 
inftead of being lifted ap, are ſhut and 
made faſt againſt him. Nor will our 
Sins only wirhhold ſpiritual good Things 
from us, but temporal Advantages too : 
For God declares, that if his People had 
hearkned unto him,and T{rael had walked in his 
ways, he would ſoon have ſubdued their Ene- 
mies, and turned his hand upon their Adver- 
faries. And if we will ſo much befriend 
our ſelves as to think upon our ways, and 
walk in God's, we ſhall have no Enemies, 
or at leaſt conquer thoſe that are ſo. God 
will then engage 1n our Quarrel, to plead 
our Cauſe againſt them that ſtrive with as, 
and fight againit them that fight againſt us ; 
he will array the Celeſtial Hoſts in our 
defence, and lead the Stars to battel, ro 
fieht againſt our Enemies. Nor is this the 
{Ste Advantage we ſhall reap from the 
faithful diſcharge of our Duty, in thinking 
on our Ways, for we ſhall quickly find 
him opez the Windows of Heaven, and make 
his Clouds drop fatnefs on cur Dwellings, and 
pour out ſo large a Bleſſing, that there ſhall 
not be room enough to recerve. 

Such was his liberal dealing with S9- 
lomo, becauſe he asked tlie Thing thar 
pleaſed him, 2 Ch70z. 1. 12, He not only 
granted 
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rranted his requeſt of Wiſdom amd Know- 
ledge for himſelf, but added Riches and 
Wealth, and Honour for an Overplus ; 
and we ſhall not find his Arm ſhorted, Or 
his Bounty contracted towards us, if our 
Deſires are as agreeable to him. In a word, 
we have been long in expectation of a 
bleſſed Peace, and we have ſometimes 
thought the Dove juſt hovering over us 
with the welcom Olive-branchin her Bill ; 
but our hope hath been deferred, even to 
the mating our Hearts ſick, and our preg- 
nant ExpeQations have miſcarried , be- 
cauie we have put our truit in ChariotF and 
Horſes, and have not remembred the Name of 
the Lord our God, to call him to our help 
azainit the mighty, to pray for the Peace 
of our Jerzſalem ; which 1s not to be ob- 
tained only by a bare Addreſs to Heaven, 
but by duly qualifying our ſelves to be- 
come acceptable Petitioners at the Throxe 
of Grace, that we may receive a favoura- 
ble Return of our Supplications. In or- 
der to which, we mult cleanſe our Ways, 
e Holy, Juft, and Good, that the Works 

of our Hands, and the Meditations of our 
Hearts, may gain acceptance for the Words 
off our Mouths before him : for we know 
the Lord 1s fo far from hearins Sinners 
that their Pr.yers are an abomination to him, 
Gr Prov, 
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Prov. 15.g- and that which ſhould prevail 
for Audience, makes him Deat and Inexo- 
rable. And how ſhall the Wicked ſue for 
Peace, to whom God hath declared there 
is no peace ? How ſhall they obtain his Par- 
don for their Sins, when even the Prayers 
that beg it, help to encreaſe their num- 
ber ? 

But if' any man be a Worſhiper of God, 
and doth his Will, him he heareth : And it 
is only by ſuch means that we can hope to 
perform our Duty acceptably, to ſollicite 
Heaven with ſuch ſucceſs, as to procure 
the Nations Peace, as well as pray for it; 
and we ſhould think ſeriouſly on our Ways 
in this particular, becauſe it is a Duty we 
owe our Country as our Political Parent, 
and we cannot fail therein, without incur- 
ring the cenſure of being of the number 
of thoſe fooliſh Sos, who are a heavineſs to 
their Mother. 

And indeed if we make a diligent 
ſearc't after the true Cauſe why the War 
15 continued abroad, with the little ſucceſs 
that makes us querulous and unquiet ; we 
may trace it home to our own Doors, and 
ſhall find it lodged within our ſelves; thar 
our Unthankfulneſs tor the great Advan- 
ces which God hath made towards the 
eſtabliſhment of our Happineſs, and our 
repining 
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repining at his Goodneſs to uw as if we 
envy'd our own Felicity, and not any 
negle&, or want of Care or Tenderneſs in 
thoſe Powers, which God, by his extraor- 
dinary Prote&tion hath declared to have 
been ordained of him, hath been the only 
Obftacle that they have not as happily f:- 
niſhed, as they gloriouſly began the Re- 
oration of onr Peace. 

A fourth Seaſon for thinking on our 
Ways, is, When we find others generally 
inconſiderate, and negligent of theirs. 

This is the Tenour of St. Paul's Exhors 
tation to the Epheſians, that they ſhould 
walk circnmſpectly, not as Fools, but as wiſe, 
redeeming the time, Fiphel. 5. 16, And the 
Reaſon he alledges as a cogent Argument, 
for their obſerving his Direction, 1s this, 
Becauſe the Days are evil; The Corruption 
of the Age in which we live, muſt be a 
Motive to our greater Goodneſs : While 
others like Fools are prodigal in the ex- 
pence of their precious irreparable Mt- 
nutes, it muſt be our Wiſdom to redeem 
the Time, by making the beſt Improve- 
ment of it; and while they tura Liber- 
rines in a looſe Latitudinarian courſe of 
Life, we muſt walk circumſpettly, accu- 
rately, and exattly, keeping to the niceſt 
Rules, and aſpiring to the moſt elevated 
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heights @ Chriſtianity. That Advice to 
Timothy, 2 Epheſ. 4. 23. is much of the 
ſame nature, with this to the Epheſians ; 
Preach the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
long-ſuffering and doftrine : And the Apoſtle 
aſ/izns this Reaſon for his Charge, becauſe 
the 7ime will come, that Men will not en- 
dare ſound Dottrine, but will turn away their 
Ears from the Truth, and be turned to Fas 
bles. 

The Evil of the Times ſhould incite 
good Chriſtians to an extraordinary 
Care and Diligence, that when they ſee 
a decay of Piety, they become molt 
earneſt to encourage and promote its Re- 
ſtoration ; that when the Light of Re- 
Iigion is darkned, they may, like the Wor- 
ſhipers of the Moon, in an Eclipſe, be bu- 
fieft to defend it from the Faſcinations of 
Impiety that darken it. When the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, that is the Wiſdom of God 
anto Salvation, ſeems FooliſhaefS to Men, 
and the Meſſengers of thoſe good T ydings 
meet an unkind reception ; when there 
is an Apoſtaſie and falling back from the 
Truth received : This Negligence and Ir- 
religion ſhould quicken our Care and De- 


votion. Then 1s the tie for Rivers of 
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keep Gods Law, then is tne Seaſom that our 
Zeal ſhoald even conſume us, when they for- 
et his Woras. 

And when, becauſe of Iniquities thus a- 
bounding, the love of many ſhall grow cold, 
then ours muſt be moſt fervent, becauſe it 
is then moſt requiſite, as greateſt Fires are 
moſt ſeaſonable in Froſty-weather. 

And when we do zot follow the multitude 
to do evil, nor run with other Men into 
exceſs of riot, we are not to be concerned 
that they reſent our Singularity, and take 
itill to want our Company 1n that Car- 
riere, or ſpeak Evil of us for refuſing it : 
For as Jewels caſt the greateſt luſtre in the 
dark, ſo Religion appears moſt amiable 
when ſurrounded with Impiety , whoſe 
deformed Viſage 1s a Foll to its tranſcen- 
dent Beauty. And they who are blame- 
leſs and harmleſs, who prove themſelves the 
Sons of God, in the midſt of a crooked and 
perverſe generation : ſhine as Lights in the 
world among them. The rarity of Things 
is a great enhanſement of their Value. Lot 
had not been ſo eminent for is Righte- 
ouſneſs in any other City, as in Sodow ; 
where there were not Tex more of the 
ſame rank and level in Rightcouſnels to be 
found, What an illuſtrious Figure did 
Obaaiah make in the Court of Ahab, or the 
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Saints in Nero's Houſe? and what a fin- 
gular Character was it of Noah, that he 
was a perfect man in his generation, when 
the World was ſo corrupt and foul, that 
the Deluge could ſooner drown than 
cleanſe it ? The Memory of Job is ſweeter 
than all the Aromatic Scents that perfume 
the Air of his Native Arabia, and the 
World will be for ever as loud in celebra- 
ting Athanaſius, as he once was in oppoling 
it : Nor had it ſo much reaſon to admire 
its univerſal Ariaziſm, as this ſingle Op- 
pugner of that Hereſic. And when we 
find St. Paul adviſing Timothy to drink zo 
longer Water : We muſt admire ſuch Tem» 
perance among the Epheſiazs, who lived in 
all the Luxury of Aſia, and are ſaid to have 
baniſhed Hermodorus for being Sober and 
Abſtemious. 

It is a memorable Scripture, which ma 
be to us inſtead of all-Examples, That whez 
zen called the Proud happy, and ſaid, it was 
in vain for them to ſerve the Lord, Mal. 3, 
16. in that height of Impurity. They that 
feared the Lord ſpake often to another, and a 
hook of remembrazxce was writ for them. God 
was ſo ſtrangely pleaſed with their exem- 
plary deference to Religion, that he made 
if his own care to have the Names of thoſe 
pious. Mien recorded, that he might ſeleQ 
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them for his own, 72 the Day when he 
made up his Tewels, 

Among which the Church of Pergamzus 
would not be in leaſt efteem, fince God 
himſelf declares, He knew her works, and that 
though ſhe dwelt even where Satan's Seat was, 
yet ſhe held faſt his Name, and had not denied 
his Faith ; even in thoſe Days wherein Anti- 
pas, his faithful Martyr, was ſlain, Rev.2.13. 
Here was a noble Inſtance of true Piety, 
to adhere to God, and aſſert his Power 1n 
the midſt of Satan's own Dominions ; to 
hold faft his Name, though they parted 
with their Lives, and not to deny his 
Faith, though they had before them in 
the Martyr'd Antipas, a dreadful Argu- 
ment of the danger of profeſling it. 

But though there are theſe ſpecial Times 
that require our thinking on our Ways, 
there 1s not any time wherein we can be 
excuſed from the performance of our Du- 
ty in this Employment ; for every pre- 
ſent Minute of our lives, is a proper ſeaſon 
for it, and indeed requires it, becauſe we 
have no aſlurance ofa future Opportunity, 
For beſides the uncertainty of our enjoy- 
ing Life, there is as much of our obtain- 
ing Grace, to put it into practice. Where- 
fore it is the Apoitle's Annotation on the 
Text, Pſalm 95. 7. To day if you will hear his 
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voice, harggn not your hearts : That God lis 
miteth a certain Day, and that it does not 
excced the preſent Time, H:4. 4. 7. And 
indeed it 15 more neceſſary every Day than 
other, becauſe the more our Days encreaſe, 
the longer time hath been neglected, and 
the leſs remains to be employed about 
it. 

We cannot launch into the Ocean of 
Thought and Selt-refiection, till we are 
carr ied by the motions of the Spirir, and 
that Mind blows only where it lifeth ; and if 
we negle&t its favouring Gales, it will 
ſhifr ro another Point, and leave us be- 
calmed in our inconſideration , till the 
'rempeſt of unthought of Neath; makes 
Shipwrack of our Souls, and finks us into 
Hell. 

Shall we then be, like Aztipater, not at 
leiſure, when our Thoughts would preſent 
us with a Treatiſe of the Way to Happi- 
neſs? Such procraſtination may expoſe us 
to the Fate of Arch:2s the 1 heban,who neg- 
letted reading the Account that was given 
into his hand of a Conſpiracy againſt "him, 
till it was put in execution. What an 
unreaſonable method is it, when God com- 
mands us to think upon our Ways to Day, 
ro ſuſpend our Obedience till To-morrow ; 
and though that 15 a time of our own ap- 
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pointing, it happens, that whga we live 
to that To-morrow, our Thoughts, inftead 
of reaching it, are by one Days journey 
farther off. And can we hope that after 
ſuch reſiſtance againſt the Influence of 
God's Holy Spirit, he will put it into our 
power again to ſhew our ſpight, and grieve 
him with a ſecond refuſal ? 

It 1s a Maxim, that in War there 1s no 
allowance for a ſecond Overſight, becauſe 
the firſt falſe Step uſually puts things be- 
70nd recovery ; and he that hath once neg» 
[efted the Opportunity of thinking on his 
Ways, may never have 1t 1n his power to 
repeat the Fault. The ſenſe of this made 
our Saviour weep over FJer{alem, to find 
that the things belonging to her peace, were 
hidden from her Eyes, becauſe ſhe would 
take no notice of them zz the Day when 
they were laid before her. 

Now having conſidered the Seaſon for 
performing this Duty, ler us enquire into 
the Motives and Inducements that ob- 
lige us to 1t. 

And one Reaſon why we Thould think 
upon our Ways, is, becauſe God is a ſtrict 
Obſerver of them. #He looks from Heaven, 
he beholdeth all :he Sons of Mea, be faſhioneth 
their Hearts alike, and conſidereth all their 
work, Plalm 33.13.15. Andit 1s not ſtrangy 
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that he wh fills H:aven and Earth, and 1s 
preſent in all places, ſhould have a know- 
ledge of all things, fince he ſearches and 
tryes them out: Not that God can be 
thought to enquire or fearch after any 
thing, as being unknown to him, but that 
he knows all things as perfectly and ex- 
aQly as *tis poſſible to do by the ſtricteſt 
{crutiny : there 1s nothing ſo minute 1n us, 
no Ation ſo mean and indifferent, ſuch as 
the motion of our Bodies, our down- tting 
and up-riſing, but God takes notice of it ; 
there is not a word in our Tongues, but he 
knows it altogether ; not a ſyllable we ut- 
ter, but he underſtands it ; nay the thoughts 
and intentions of our hearts, are {o far from 
being a ſecret to him, that he is better ac- 
quainted with them, than we are our 
ſelves ; he underitazds them afar off, even 
before we have conceived them : and 
there 15 a powerful Reaſon for it, ſince he 
hath faſhioned us behind and before, he hath 
poſſeſſed our reins, and our ſubitance was not 
hid from him when we were made in ſecret ; 
for his Eyes law it, yet being unperfect in the 
Embryo, And it is no wonder that he 
ihould be acquainted with the Work of 
his own Hands, that he ſhould know us 
better than we do our ſelves, ſince we are 
a Wonder to our ſelves, the Structure of 

our 
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our Bodies, the uſe and ſervicgof every 
particular Veſſel, with the Artifice and 
Powers of Senſc, are things beyond our 
Capacity to explain or underſtand ; much 
more, if we conſider our nobler part the 
Soul, by what ſecret and myſterious tyes 
It is united to the Body, by what power 
it actuates and enlivens our mortal Clay ; 
ſuch knowledge us too wonderful for us, we can» 
aot attain untoit, But with God it 1s no 
more than for a V Vorkman to underſtand 
what he hath wrought when bus V Vork 1s 
finiſhed. ?Tis in vain therefore to think 
of concealing our ſelves from our Creator, 
in whoſe ſight and preſence we continually 
remain ; we cannot hide our ſelves in ſe- 
cret places where he ſhall not ſee us; nor 
is there any refuge, where we may ſhun 
his Spirit, or avoid his Preſence : If we 4a- 
ſcend to Heaven, he i: there ; if we make our 
bed in Hell, he is there alſo. Not that he 
follows us to either, but 1s already there 
before us. And if neither of theſe can 
ſhelter us, much lefs can the utmoſt parts of 
the Earth, or the depth of the Sea conceal ms : 
Neither caz the Darkneſs cover us, for that 
and the Light to him are both alike : So that 
he ſees all things where he is, and heis 1n 
all places, in ſeveral reſpects. As firſt, by 
his Eſſence, the extent whereot 1s no more 
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to be meagured by our notion of place, x" 
the duration of ir, which 1s eternal,” by our 
account of Time. It was a right Notion 
which Vire!/ hed of God's eſſential Pre- 
fence, and good Divinity, though miſap- 
plied to Faprrer ; that all things were full 
of him, that his Nature was not to be cir- 
cumſcribed by our narrow Apprehenſfion, 
and that he might with as much reaſon 
be totally excluded from all the Univerſe, 
as from the leaſt part or angle of it. Nor 
1s he preſent only as an idle Spectator a- 
mong his Creatures, or employed in do- 
ing them any injury ; his Goodneſs 1s as 
Jars gely extended as his Preſence, and more 
communicative of it felf, Which will 
appear, if we conſider, Secondly, that he 
1s every where by his Operation and In- 
Ruence ; that iz him we live, and move, ana 
have our being. And thirdly, That he 1s 
every where by his Providence ; that care 
which he continually manifelts for the 
Welfare and Preſervation of his Creatures, 
in filing them with plenteouſneſy,vhich makes 
the Eyes of all things wait upon him. 


But how little ſoever we may think our 
ſelves concern'd in theſe reſpects of God's 
Omaipreſence, there 15 another which we 
muſt conſider ; and that is, his being eve- 
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ry where, and always preſent wath us as a 
Witneſs of our Actions. | 
He ſees our Ways, and counts all our Steps-; 
if we have walked in vazity, or our Feet have 
haſted to deceit ; 1f our ſteps have turned out 
of the way, and our hearts rambled after our 
eyes; he weighs us in an even balance; and 
there is 0 darkneſs nor ſhadow of death where 
the workers of iniquity may hide themſelves, 
or their wicked deeds from him : For he is 
concerned to have his Laws obeyed, and 
to do an impartial Juſtice, by rewarding 
all the Obſervers, and nit all the 
Tranſgreſſors of them ; and theretore 1s 
preſent with every one, and ſtrictly notes 
his Actions, whether good or bad, that he 
may know his Integrity, and not fail to 
ive him a ſuitable Recompence. Now 
the Judgment that is made of any Action, 
depends chiefly upon the AQtor's deſign 
and intention in it ; the ſincerity or infin- 
cerity of which, is not eaſily diſcernable 
by Man ; fince by ſubtle Reſerves, we 
keep our little World 7:coento, and free 
from the Diſcoveries of Men ; and there- 
fore it is requiſite that, as we have nothing, 
but what we have receives from Goa, 10 we 
thould have nothing, but what ſhould be 
liable to his Obſervation ;' that we ma 
be puniſhed and rewarded by him, -not ac- 
cording. 
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to the apgearance, but the reality of our 
Deſerts, which can never be truly under- 
{tood by Men, or recompenſed by humane 
Laws, but can as little eſcape his ſight and 
animadverſion, to whom all Hearts are 
open, and from whom no ſecrets are hid. 
And ſince no place of retirement, can con- 
ceal us, no cunning diſguiſe us from his 
knowledge : and ſince he is a Judpe to pu- 
niſh, as wellas a Witneſs to remark our 
Ways; how ought this Conſideration to 
put a reſtraint upon us from entertaining 
wicked thoughts which are an abomination to 
him ;, from uttering idle words ; for every 
one of which we ſhall give az account in the 
Day of Judgment ; and from working Iz- 
tquity, which will be our ruine, 1n 10 a- 
uit and terrible a Preſence ? 

How ſhall we dare to attempt or de- 
fien any rhing that is ul, uf we will give 
our ſelves leave to think, that how private 
ſoever we are, how cloſely ſoever ſecured 
from the Eyez of Men, yet anavenging 
God ſtands by and fees us; a God who 
will bring eutry work to judrinent, with every 
tcret thing ? He mult be a bold Thief who 
would venture to fteal before a Judge ; 
and there are no Men 1o profligate and 
rude, into whom the Preſence of an earth- 
ly Prince would not {irike an awe, and de- 
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ter them from the violation of hygs Precepts 
to his Face. Nay, the company of ſome 
grave ſerious Perſon, to whom an unwil- 
ling deference is pag ſhall reſtrain the 
lewdeſt and profaneſt Wretches, and 
confine them within the bounds of Mode- 
ſty and good Manners: And. ſhall we 
have a greater Dread and Reverence for 
a temporal and momentany Authority , 
and reſpect frail man meerly on the account 
of his God-like Power and Qualities , 
more than him who 1s the Author of that 
Power, and the Original of thoſe PerfeQti- 
ons? If we are afraid to have our Fellow- 
creatures conſcious of our Crimes, why do 
not we ſtand more in awe of the moſt ef- 
fectual Witneſs, God himſelf? Is it be- 
cauſe we think he will keep our Counſel, 
and never publiſh or divulge our Secrets ? 
Let not that unhappy Miſtake abuſe us, it 
would be well for us indeed, if the reaſon 
of God's continual Preſence with us, were 
only to be informed of our Doings, and 
to {atishe his Curioſity ; and that he would 
be content with making Remarks upon 
our ACtions, without giving us any far- 
ther trouble ; but we may be ſure the end 
of his Preſence with us, and Know- 
ledge of us, is, that he may do us juſtice, 
which he doth not always defer till rhe 
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Great Daw of General Accounts, when the 
ſecret of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed : For we 
ſee often, the cloſeſt Sinners, who have com- 
mitred their Wickedneſs with the greateſt 
ſecrecy imaginable , and thought them- 
ſelves ſecure , becauſe no mortal Eye 
cou'd dete&t or excuſe them ; have been 
diſcovered purely by Providence : And 
the moſt exquiſite Hypocrites have in 
time had their Vizards taken off, by the 
hand of an over-ruling Power ; whoſe 
Wiſe Diſnoſal is never more conſpicuous, 
than in giving ſuch Diſlemblers and Tris 
flers their due reward. Bur if none of theſe 
extraordinary events ſhould happen, yet is 
not'the Vengeance of that Day iz which he 
will judge the world with righteouſneſs,to be at 
all rever'd and dreaded ? Is not that ſhame 
and confuſion of face, which will then come 
on all; eſpecially ſecret Sinners; over and 
above the ſentence of Eternal Puniſhmear, 
to be regarded in the le2!}, when our ſe- 
cret Sins ihall be laid as open 1n the pre- 
ſence of Angels, Men, and Devils, as they 
were to God before * When whatſoever 
hath been done tn ſecret ſhall be proclaimed up+ 
on the houſe-top ; and we ſnall and too late, 
that all our diffimulation ſerved only to 
expole us the more at laſt, 
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If then we would gain Eſteexs and Cre- 
dit in the World ; if we would eſcape 
Contempt and Ignominy both here and 
before the Great Tribunal, if we would 
prove our ſelves true and faithful Servants 
of our Maſter ; the only way 15 to have 
this Thought always in our Minds, that 
whether we are allured and tempted to 
any Evil by privacy and opportunity ; or - 
whether we are moved to any Good, whe- 
ther publick or private ; we are in God's 
ſight, who ſees in ſecret, and will reward us 
openly, Tt is certain we do not neglect to 
think upon our Ways, on this account, for 
want of being reminded of it ; for God 
complains of our little regard to his taking 
notice of our Ways, that we conſider not in 
our Hearts,that he conſidersall our Wickedneſs, 
that they are before his Face, Hol. 7. 2. He 
cannot but admire that we ſhould forget 
what he remembers, eſpecially when our 
remembring our Sins, is the moſt eftetual 
means to make him think on them no 
more ; or that we {hould never look back 
to that which is ſtill before his Face, as if 
that which will expole us to his Fury, 
were not worth our concern or regard, If 
then our Ways are conſidered by him,who 
raiſed us out of the Duſt, and can with a 
Frown reduce us to our primitive No- 
H thing : 
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thing : Nay, if he, who canuot only bil the 
Body, but cat both Body and Soul into Hell 
fire eternally ;, ſets our liſaeed before him, 
and our ſecret Sins in the light of his Coun« 
zenance : Sure this is reaſon enough to pre- 
vail with us to ftay awhile and pervſe 
ſome few Lines in the Volume of our 
ſelves, ro employ our Thoughts a little 
in refleing on our Ways, leſt by the neg- 
left of that, we come to ſuffer for them. 
A Second Reaſon for or thinking on our 
Ways, is, becauſe Satan is a curious Inqui- 
ſitor into them : For by his Anſwer to 
the Queſtion which God ; pr ono, , Haſt 
thou conſidered my Servant Tob ? Tt 15 very 
eaſie to collect, "chat Job © was no ſtranger 
to his Obſervation: He cou'd familiarly 
recount what Disburſements the Bounty 
of Heaven had made in favour of him, and 
repeat the whole Catalogue of the Mer- 
cies he had received ; how he was 1incir- 
cled in the Arms of Providence, and ſeated 
in a Confluence of Enjoyments, For com- 
palſi ng the Earth, and $0ing to and = n it, 
1s his perpetual buſineſ: s, and the deſign of 
all his Travel is to make Diſcoveries of 
what he may devour. Now we know he is 
our profeſſed Adverſary, there 1s an irre- 
coficilable Ermity between the Seed of the 
Woman and the Serpent , which puts him 
upon 
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upon unwearied undertakingsgo deſtroy 
us : For as he delights in Sin, becauſe it is 
repugnant to God*s Holineſs, and abomi- 
nable in his ſight ; ſo he hates us on God's 
account,. becauſe we bear his Image and 
reſemblance, which is not ſo wholly de- 
faced in Man as in himſelf. Tis his deſign 
therefore to deſtroy the leaſt Repreſenta- 
tion of that Image, where he finds it ; and 
this. he endeavours, firſt as a Tempter, to 
entice us tocommit Wickedneſs, and then 
as an Informer to betray us; for it is his 
whole buſineſs to render us as odious to 
God, as he hath made himſelf. We have 
an Inſtance of this in Job ; for though 
God was pleaſed to declare the Satisfacti- 
on he had concerning the Uprightneſi and 
Perfettion of that holy Man, yet the De- 
vil's Malice and Impudence was fo great, 
that he pretended to know more of him, 
than God himſelf; and he undertook to 


| diſcover an Evil in him, which was unde- 


ſerved by his All-ſeeing Eye. So that to 
execute and indulge his Malice in our Ru- 
ine, he 15 never idle, but. {till enquiring in- 
to our ways, to find how he may endan- 

er us :. And he meets no difficulty in the 
undertaking, the Temperament, Compo- 
fure, and Natural Diſpoſition of our Bo- 
dies, lye more open to his View, than #0 
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the Knowgedge of the moſt exquiſite Phy- 
ſician; he can interpret the ſilent language 
of a Bluſh, and ſhrewdly gueſs at the true 
Original of a Sigh ; and the Source of our 
Tears, though to others, as undiſcoverable 
as the Head of Ne, is eaſily found out , 
by him. By the diſturbances of our Sleep, | 
and thoſe various Agitations whereby we 
do almoſt render our Dreams — 
he is able to make very near Conjectures, 
by what Methods he may beſt enſnare 
us, and lays thoſe Baits before us, which 
he finds moſt agreeable to our Appetites, 
He is a critical Overſeer of our Performan- 
ces, and either endeavours to vitiate and ) 
corrupt, whatever he ſees good, or accuſes 
ns to our ſelves and Heaven, for whatever 
he finds amiſs. It he beholds Fervency 
and Devotion in our Prayers, he fills us 
with wandring Thoughts to cool and in- 
terrupt it ; 4f he perceives in us a religious 
Obſervance of God's Laws, and a conſci- 
encious Diligence in the performance of 
our Chriſtian Duty, he perſwades us to p 
believe that 1t is needleſs, as he once did 
our firſt Parents ; and that though we re- 
mit of the exaCtneſs of our Obedience, we 
foall not ſurely die ; and then if he prevails 
upon upon us to eat any forbidden Fruir, | 
to tranſgreſs the Commandments of vn] ) 
= God, | 
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God, he preſently gives us th@ ſhamefuſf 
Proſpe& of our Nakedneſs, poſſeſſes us 
with Dread and Trembling, and makes 
us hide our ſelves from the Preſence of the 
Almighty. Or it for awhile he lets us pleaſe 
our ſelves in a belief, that we are become as 
Gods, when indeed we are neareſt to the 
ſtate of Devils; yet, he will at ſome 
rime {et our Sins before us, perhaps when 
we are weary of his bondage, and begin to 
look towards Heaven, to make us'deſpair 
of reception there ; or, it not when we 
would part with him, yet when we are 
taking a farewel of the World ; Then he, 
who before ſewed P:llows to our Elbows, will 
{tuff our Death-beds full of Thorns, and 
fill our Souls with the torturing recoll efti- 
on of our Wickedneſs, making us to' re» 
member our own evil ways, and our doings that 
were not good; fo that we ſhall loath our 


ſetves in our own ſight, for our Tuiquittes, 


and for our Abominations. Our abuſe of 
God's Mercies, our neglect of holy Du- 
ties, .our deafneſs to the Overtures of 
Grace, our diſregard of "Fhreatnings, our 
incorrigibleneſs under Judgments, our 
profuſe expence- of Time, our. breach of 
Vows and Reſolutions of Amendment, and 
our Wickedneſs and Rebellion of every 
kind, will be the frightful Topicks to fur- 
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hifſh himewith Arguments to. make us 
conelude againſt our ſelves, that we are 
loſt- for'ever, and that our Life and Hope 
is periſhed from the Lord. 

And if he ſhall not thus be able to af- 
fright and drive us'into Deſpair, or rob 
us of our Spiritual Conſolations ; yet the 
ſenſe and fatisfattian of them will be much 
lefſenced ard allayed. Nor can we doubt 
theextent of this our Adverſary's Know- 
tedge;. to be thus vaſt, or his employing 
ic- to this pernicious end; if we conſider 
his Nature, that he is a Spirit in reſpe& of 
his Efſence, and by the Sublimity of rhat, 
arrives at his extraordinary Knowledge, 
beſides the acquired Experience of long 
Praftice. So that by his Power we find 
that he is great, and of the Rank of the 
firſt Creatures : . But he 1s an evil Spirit 
too, fallen from the higheſt Degree of Emi- 
nency, to the loweſt Abyſs of Miſery, and 
fraught with an inveterate Malice againſt 
the Glory of his Creator, 'which he can 
vent no otherwiſe, but in the ruine of his 
moſt endeared Creature Man, that ſo he 
may affront God in his Repreſentative, 
Andit it jeems {trange to us that the Eye 
which runs through the whole Earth , and 
furveys 1n an inſtant the largeſt extent of 
all "Things, ſhould require, or allow rhe 
at» 7 TY 1: WEST, -- 3* help 
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help of an Informer ; we ſhall (nd it de- 
ſigned for our Advantage ; that the fear 
of ſuch an Enemy , might make us the 
more cautious of our Ways ; ſince it is re- 
quiſite for our ſafety, to have Enemues to 
upbraid, as well as Friends to inſtruct us : 
And if we are wile, we ſhall make an Ad- 
vantage of the DeviPs _— and rhe 
roaring of this Liou ſhould make us learn 
of the Beaits of the Foreit, to tremble and be 
afraid to commit any thing, that will give 
him opportunity to encreaſe his noiſe a- 
gainfſt us, or get us into his power. 

A Third Reaſon why we ſhould think 
upon our Ways, 1s, becauſe Wicked-men 
rake notice of them. 

The P/almi# tells us, that the wicked 
watcheth, ( the Latin Tranſlation is, _ 
dereth) the righteous, Plalm 37. 32. for 
Wicked-men have a near reſemblance of 
their Father the Devil ; and, as if they were 
fond of proving themſelves his Sons, are 
exact Imitarors of his Works : For as the 
Devil goeth about as a roaring Lion, ſeeking 
whom he may devour ; 10 the wicked lzeth in 
wait ſecretly as a Lion in his Den, to catch 
the poor. T hey watch for our Souls, not as our 
Spiritual "Teachers are {aid to do, but as 
God threatens 1/ae! he will do, for evil, 
and not for good, Jer. 44. 27. with the ſame 
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diligenceggnd no leſs ill deſign, that made 
the Prophet complain, hi familiars watched 
for his haltiag, Jer. 20. 10. tor the Wicked 
are delighted at the Failings of the Juſt, 
and pleaſed to find occaſion of ſharpenir 

their Reproaches againit them, Whic 

made David pray, to have his Eyes enlight- 
ned, that he might not ſleep the ſleep of death, 
leit his Enemies ſhould ſay, they had prevailed 
againſt him, and thoſe that troubled him 
ſoul rejoyce.when he was moved, Plalm 13. 
3, 4. Nay, ſuch is their Malice, that where 
they have no real ObjeCtion, they will in- 
vent Pretences, and make a way to, blait 
us where they do not find one, according 
to their dealing with the Prophet, who 
cry*d, Report, ana we will report it. They 
hope that a bold Calumoy will gain be- 


lief, or if it cannot ruine the Credit of 


good Men in the World, yet it may- at 
Jeaſt bring their Inciocence into ſuſpicion. 
Nor 1s this all, their Hatred hath a far- 
ther aim; for the Reproaches that -jeem 
direQed againſt the perſons of the Righ- 


teons, are. as well deſligned againſt theyr * 


Profeſſion, and Religion is wounded thro? 
the ſides of its Adherents. 

When the Holy Ghoſt by his miracu- 
lous Deſcent on the Apo##les, inſpired them 
with the Gzft of various Tongues, to 5 peak 
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the wonderful things of God : Haw ready 
were the Jews to impure it to exceſs of 
Wine and Drunkennefſ? And even the ſpot- 
leſs irreproachable Life of the Holy Jeſus, 
that immaculate Lamb of God, could not 
eſcape the evil Eye of the Phariſees, who 
obſerved and wazched him, not to take ex- 
ample by him, but to traduce and vilifie 
him,-to find an occaſion of bringing az Ac- 
cuſation again5t him, and mil-repreſenting 
im to the World. For the Righteous 
are not of the World, and therefore are ha- 
ted init; and the ground of this hatred 
which makes the Wicked Iye in wait for 
them, 15, becavſe they are not for their turn, 
but dire&ly contrary to their doings, they up- 
kraid them with their offending of the law,and 
object to their infamy, the 1ranſgreſſions of 
their Education, Wd. 2. 13. As the Piety 
of a good Man's life, has no communica» 
tion with the Wickedneſs of the Ungod- 
ly's Ways; 1o it is a filent Reproof of 
their Irregularities and 1]] Conduct, and 
they hate the Light of thoſe holy Perform- 
ances which diſcovers the Impurity of 
theirs: Wherefore they watch his Go- 
ings, that if he {lips, they may reproach 
him with it, in hope that the aggravating 
his errors, will help to extenuate their own, 
And while as the Pſal/mi## ſpeaks, T 7 
et 
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fer their Abuth aoainft the Heavens, Plalm 
73.9. We cannot wonder their Tongue 
ſhould walk through the Earth, to defame 
the Candidates of Heaven. But the leſs 
occaſion they have for their Malice, the 
leſs trouble it will give us; and while 
their Endeavours are employed to blacken 
and expoſe us, let ours be as bulie to de- 
feat and diſappoint them. Thus we ſhall 
tire their Spight, put their Ignorance to [i- 
lence, and make them at Jaſt aſhamed,having 
20 evil thing to ſay azainff ws, But if we 
find that we have given occaſion for their 
Accuſations, we have the greater reaſon 
to think upon our Ways, and look into our 
ſelves, that we may remove the Cauſe of 
an Efte&t ſo intolerable to us. And thus 
our Enemies may be-friend us; nay Ma- 
Jice it ſelf be as advantageous as the great- 
eſt Kindneſs, and by upbraiding us with 
our Errours, prevail with us to corre 
them ſooner than perhaps we would at the 
inſtance of our moſt endear*d Afﬀeociates. 
As SauP*s deſign to ruine David, by putting 
him upon dangerous Enterprizes, made 
him more beloved in Iſrael, and his Name 
precious through the Kjngdom : So we ſhall 
be exalted and illuſtrated in the Piety and 
Eminency of our Converſation, by the En- 
deavours of Wicked-men to leſſen and e-+ 
bs, | cliple 
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clipſe us ; their nicer Obſervati will diſ- 
cover to us thoſe Blemiſhes in our ſelves, 
which have at any time eſcaped our own 
InſpeQion ; and while they wait for ws to 
aeitroy us, they will ſend us to conſider God”s 
Teitimonies. 

A Fourth Reaſon for our thinking upon 
our Ways, 1s, becauſe there will come a 
time when we {hall heartily repent the 
neglect of it, and wiſh our Thoughts had 
been ſo employed. Theſe things thou did 
( ſaith God to the Wicked ) Pſalm 50.21. 
and I kept ſilence, but I will reprove thee, ana 
ſet thy ſins in order before thee. God's 1- 
lence will not laſt for ever, there will be a 
time for him to ſpeak and to reprove,when 
he ſhall ſmite the Earth with the Rod of his 
Mouth, and with the Breath of his Lips ſhall 
{fay the Wicked : for though he be a righ- 
teous Judge, ſtrong and patient, a God k 
will not always be chiding ; yet to be pro- 
voked every day, to be continually made to 
ſerve with our fins, and wearied with onr int- 
guities,” will turn his Patience into Wrath 
and Indignation ; then he ſhall ariſe as one 
out of ſleep, and as a Grant refreſhed with 
Wine: then he ſhall bring Diſtreſs and 
Anguſh upon us, and we ſhall eat the fruit 
of owr own ways, and be filled with our own 
devices. Wall it not be a terrifying Scene, 
pf 2-8 | when 
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when Go@ opens the black Catalogue of 
our Sins before our Eyes, and calls it over 
in our hearing ; when he taxes us with 
Sins of Omiſſion and of Commiſſion, with 
ſecret and with open Perpetrations ; with 
Sins of Ignorance and Inadvertency, and 
with wilful and deliberate Tranſgreſfions ? 
Then we ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed for 
the evil of our Ways, becauſe we would 
not think upon them time enough to a- 
mend. them. | 

Now the neglect of employing our 
thoughts in the conſideration of our Ways, 
will be inſupportable to us upon ſeveral 
accounts. 

Firſt, When we think upon the happy 
Condition of thole who faithfully per- 
formed this Duty, and had their Ss ever 
before them, to reform them. Our Saviour 
tells the Fews, that there ſhall be weeping and 
wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth among them, 
when they ſhall ſee Abraham and Taac, and 
Jacob, and all the Prophets in the Kjngdom 
of God, and be themſelves thruſt out, St. Luke 
12. 28. What an aggravation of our Mi- 
ery wil it be to ſee ſome who have been 
our Fellow-Citizens on Earth, made De- 
nizons of the New Jeruſalem, while we are 
excluded the Society ? How ſhall we af- 
Ai our ſelves, when we ſee ſome of our 
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own Family received into the gouſhold of 
God, while we are not allowed to tarry 17 
hu ſight ? what Heat will it add to the 
unquenchable Flames wherein we burn, 
to look on ſome who have been our Fami- 
liars and Intimates, invited into endleſs 
Joys, while a ſad ſeparation, as diſtant 
and remote as Heli from Heaven, is made 
between us, and we ſhall be ſentenced to 
depart into everlaiting Fire? {ſhall not the 
Sorrows of our Hearts be enlarged, as the 
Rich-man's were in Hell, to ſee Lazarus 
comforted , whils he was tormented ; and 
happy 2 Abrahams Boſom, while he was 
miſerable in the Flames? Then we ſhall 
condemn and bewail our Folly and Neg- 
ligence, that we did not think upon our 
Ways, nor ſee them in the valley of Tears, 
but went on 7 the way of Sinners, which 
though it was made plain with Stones, had 
the Pit of Hell at the end thereof. 

When we hear the Hymns and Alle- 
Imjahs , the Praiſes and Acclamations of 
Angels and Saints, and Spzrits of juſt Mey 
made perfett, with which Heaven reſounds, 
we ſhall lament and howl, as loud as they: 
rejoyce, and add Horrour to the Regions 
of Darkneſs, by our Yellings. When we 
conſider what a Glorious Liberty, what a 
Harmonious Quiet, what a Full Felicity 

the 
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_ the Soulgof the Bleſt enjoy ; and that it 
was once within our Option, and might 
have been our Portion too ; when we ite 
what great Things the Lord hath done for 
them who thought upon their ways ; who ſet 
them up Way-marks , and ſet their Hearts 
toward the high-way to Heaven : And 
with what Rigours he purſues thoſe who 
did not hearken to that voyce which cry*d 
to them, ſtand in awe, and (in not, commune 
with your own hearts: Ask for the old way, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and 
you ſhall find reſt for your Souls : We ſhall 
then be exceeding ſorry that we did not 
wall therein, that we did not hearken to 
our God. 

Secondly , When we call to remem- 
brance for what it was that we forfeited 
our Intereſt in Heaven, we ſhall repent 
that we did not think upon our imprudent 
Courſes, to turn our feet from every evil 
way, When we perceive with what in- 
finite Treaſures we have parted, how we 
have fold an Inheritance unſpeakably great, 
and yet have nothing 1n our hands to ſbew. 
Will not our Affliction be ſuited to our 
Loſs ? The happy State of our firſt Pa- 
- rents is a Topick rhat affords us Argu- 
ments to condemn their Folly in forteit- 


ing their Intereſts ; that being great in the 
Command 
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Command of Ede, and greateg in their 
Innocence ; ſo that they were as free from 
the Inclination to, as the Commiſhon of 
an 11, their Minds like their Dwelling, 
did abound with variety of Delight, and 
wanted nothing to render their Joys equal 
to thoſe of Paradiſe ; yet they would, for 
the inconſiderable ſatisfaction of Tafting 
the Fruit of one forbidden Tree, not onl 
diveſt themſelves of the Priviledge they 
enjoyed, of uſing whatever elſe was in 
the Garden, but throw ti:emſelves out of 
that happy Seat, and the Favour of their 
God. And yet we daily {plit upon the 
ſame Rock, tor want of thinking on our 
Ways. 

But when, like them, we jce our Naked 
zeſs, when we find the ſpecious appearances 
ot Sin prove a loathſom Deformity to af- 
fright us; when we ſee our Riches have 
found their Wings, our Pleaſures difap- 
pear, our Honours drop away ; when we 
find that we have made Eſas's Bargain, 
and ſold our Birth-right for a morſel of Meat, 
and ſhall, like him, find zo place for Re- 
pentance, though we ſeek it carefully with 
Tears : Then we ſhall nauſeate and abhor 
the Vanities that ſeduced and alienated 
our Aﬀections from rhe Joys above, and 
made us miſpend our time, and wander 


Our 


112 Thoughts well Employ'd: Or, 
out of ogr way, in purſuing Shadows, 
when we ſhould have been employed in 
ſearching for the Subſtance ; When we 
conſider that we have parted with 7he 
Pearl of price for Trifles, and with a King- 
dom, and that of Glory too, for a Dun- 
geon, ſhall we not take up the Prophets 
Wiſh, That our Heads were Waters , and 
our Eyes ſo well ſupplied with Tears, that we 
might weep Day and Night for the Ruine of 
our Souls. But alas ! we need not wiſh 
what will be.a main part of our puniſh- 
ment. | 

When we are condemn'd to the Regi- 
ons of Miſery and Horrour, what ſhowry 
Eyes, and mournful Looks ſhall we caſt 
back -upon the amiable Dwellings of the 
Lord of Hoſts; the glorious Manſions of 
the Righteous, which we never would 
believe were worth our ſeeking, till they 
were palt our finding, and then perceived 
too late, they were as much above our 
Admiration, as our Reach? Had we di- 
veſted our ſelves of that Light with which 
the Saints are clothed, for Nakedneſs or 
a ſuir of Fig-leaves only , even that had 
been a matchleſs Folly, an unparallel'd 
Madneſs ; but to be clothed with Shame 
and Confuſion, 'and veſted with ſcorching 
Flames beſides : to'part witt all the Joys 
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of Heaven for Stripes; which, lil Joſeph's 
Irons, will enter into our Souls, and whoſe 
Smart will continue to Eternity : To af- 
ſign a Name to this, or to expreſs it fully, 
is above the reach of Invention, and be- 
vond the power of Eloquence. 

But thirdly, When: to the Thoughts of 
our loſt Happineſs, we. ſhall add the diſ- 
mal conſideration, that it can never be re- 
covered ; when we ſee no proſpe&t of a 
Reſtoration, no offer of any terms for Hea- 
ven; but find our ſelves, nay our very 
Hopes ſhut out, by the interpoſition of an 
unpaſſible Gult ; when we feel our Con- 
dition ſo extreamly miſerable, that *ris im- 
poſſible to encreaſe our Sufferings, and 
yet as impoſſible to leſſen them : This 
will make us roar for the very diſquiet of our 
Sosxls, The ſenſe of this will corrode our 
Vitals, and prove the zever-dyi/ns Worm 
to gnaw and torture us eternally. Could 
we, amidſt theſe Terrors, find any ground 
to hope in the diy of evil, or forelee any 
likelihood of an end to theſe our Labours, 
though never ſo remote ; this would zlle- 
viate the pain and miſery of them : Or 
were we condemned to any Flames but 
thoſe that are a-quexchable, confin*d to any 
Priſon but a Hel! , whence there is no re- 
demption; if our Acceſs to Heaven was 

[ pro- 
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prohibitel by any other JIntrenchments 
than that of Impoſbility ; or could we be 
freed from the worſt of all the Fiends that 
torture us, Deſpair: This would prove a 
Relaxation of our Suitcrings, and give us 
eaſe amid{t our Torments ; would make 
us endure Hell-ftire , with Scevola's Re- 
ſolution, and bear its Violence with an 
Apathy above the Precepts of the Stocks. 
But Damnation hath no ſuch kind allay to 
mitizate its Kigour, and render 1t leſs for- 
midable: chere 15 no ſuch comfortable 

glimpſe of Light ariſes in the Regions of 
eternal Darkneſs. When we are once 
conſigned to this wretched itate, there wil 
be no deliverance trom 1t ; though we-die 
daily iz it, we ſhall never die lo | appily, 
as 1O COME TO 2 period of our Sufterings ; 
and what expectation can we cherith of 
anend of other things, where even Death 
it ſelf becomes immortal ? 

And then fourthly, It fuch inizmte Mi- 
ſery can receive an addition, 1t wil be one, 
that we ſhall live unpitied in-it. Heaven 
that onely can relieve us, w ll be deaf to 
all our. Cries, and that Compoſſion that doth 
never fail, will not however extend it {elf 
to us; There will be no ſounding of God's 
Bowels, or of his Mercies towards us : And to 
which of the Saints ſhall we tura? Abraham 

will 
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will be ignorant of us, and Iirael ll not ac- 
knowledge us. Not all the rich Glutton's 
Oratory could move the Father of the 
Faithful to a Senſe or Commiſeration of 


his Torments, all his Entreaties could not 


prevail for 4 drop of water to cool his Tongue, 
and allay the intolerable Heat that forced 
it to complain, and yet render*d it unable ; 
tor how could he expect to find Compaſl- 
ſion, who himſelf had none? Or was 
It not jult, that for want of {vewize  Merey, 
he ſhould have Tudement without Mercy ? 


woe” jt 
Had he thought upon his Ways 1n time, 


he would not have fopped bis Ears at the 


Cry of the Poor, nor denied his Crums to 
Lazarus, becauſe he would have foreſeen 
the fatal Conſequence of tuch vn Unpchart 
tableneſs, the Puniſhmear it brought up- 
on him, that ke ſpould alſo cry, and not be 
heard. 

Our Friends, who 1n this vale of miſery, 
ſympathize in all our Sorrows, who pine 
when we are fick, lanow{h when we are 
weak, and weep whea we are afflicted ; 
who feel our Sufferins, and refent our 


Sorrows as their own, will put off all that 


Tenderneſs in the other World, as they do 
Mortality, they will quit their Aﬀection 
with their Fleſh, in which alone vve are 
related; and retain no Concern, no Pity 

TA for 
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for us in ®at ſtate where we ſhall want 
it moſt. 

'Even the fond Mother, by whoſe Indul- 
' gence God is ſomerimes pleaſed to repreſent 
his Love to Men,and for whom he ſuppoſes 
it almoſt impoſſible to forget her Child, that 
ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the Son of 
her Womb ; She may, nay ſhe will there 
forget him. Not the bearing on her Kyees, 
or the Suckling at her Breait, will make her 
Bowels yearn, or her Eyes ſhed one kind 
Fear to quench the Fire that torments her 
miſerable ofi-{pring. 

For if our Friends arc happier than we, 
and have their Reſidence in Heaven, there 
all Tears are wiped away, and neither ſorrow 
nor crying ſhall be heard. Tt 1s inconſiſtent 
with the Felicity of that Place to admit of 
any diminution, and though the Conver- 
ſion of one Sianer, makes an addition to the 
joy, as well as to the number of the bleſſed ; 
the damnation of ten thouſand will not lef- 
ſen 1t. | 

And if our Friends are of that amber, 
and condemned to the ſame deplorable cir. 
cumſtances with us; they will be ſo em- 
ployed in bewailing their own Miſery, 
thar they cannot be at leiſure to conſider 
ours, Nay, perhaps our ſharing in their 
Torments, may rather leſſen than encreafe 

them, 
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them; for they will have 1llgnature e- 
nough to be pleaſed at the Tortures we 
endure, as well asat their having Fellow- 
ſufferers. At leaſt *tis ſure the Saints in 
Heaven ſhall rejoyce at our Deſtruction, 
when zt cometh as a whirlwind, and laugh 
at our Diſtreſs and Anguiſh; and when 
they ſee us rooted out of the /and of the 
living, ſhall mock and ſay, Lo, theſe are 
the men that made not God their ſtrength, but 
ftrenethned themſelves in wickedneſi: Theſe 
are the Men that would not think upon 
their Ways, to refrain their Feet from 
every evil way, and to guide them tnto the 
way of peace, Thus ſhall they triumph 
at the Glorification of Divine Juſtice, tho? 
in the ruine of their neareſt Relations, and 
praiſe God for ever, becauſe it is his do- 
ing. And can we think upon theſe dole- 
ful Conſequences of our Inconlideratenels, 
and not be frighted into a ſpeedy Exami- 
nation of our Ways ? What though when 
we rake the Dunghil, we fiad nothing but 
Naſtineſs and Stench ; when we draw the 
Scene, we diſcover nothing but Guilt and 
Horrour ; 1s it not better to endure this for 
awhile by choice, than to be condemned 
to it for ever, and ſuffer it by compulli- 
on? Is it not more eligible to beſtow a 
little time in this Employment, with ſome 
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proſpet'g Advantage, than to be forced 
ro it always, with as little hope of mend- . 
ing our Condition, as of reforming the 
Ways that brought us to it ? 

I'nis Work 15 now our Duty, and upon 
the right performance of it, will become 
our Advantage too , and prove its own 
Reward : but the neglect of it will be ſe- 
verely puniſhed, in the ruine that will in- 
tallibly attend it ; and ſurcly the not think- 
ing at all upon our Ways, muſt be very 
deſtructive , ſince we may be deceived, 
and makea wrong Eſtimate of them, when 
they do employ our Thoughts. 

Which 1s a Fifth Motive to induce us 
to make the Inſpection of our Ways the 
great Buſineſs and Employment of our 
4houghts. 

Solomoz, who gave his Heart to ſeek 
and ſearch 'out by Wiſdom , concerning 
all things that are done under Heaven, 
dH1covered in his Survey, a May that ſeem- 
eth right unto aman, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death, Prov. 14.12. So that we 
may be 1m a way of which we may enter- 
tain a good Opinion, and ſing a Reguicm 
'to our Souls, through a confidence of our 
Security therein ; but npon better ſearch, 
and more ftrict examination, we ſhall fmd 

at dangerous and deitructive ; the may to 
Bono) Hell, 
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Hell, and the deſcent to the Chambers of 
Death, Nay, 'tis our Misfortune, that as 
there are many means to take us from the 
World, and but one to bring us into it ; 
fo tnere are ſeveral Ways to deprive us of 
Erernal Life, and but one that can con- 
cut us to it : And if we conſult the 
Proverbs, we hall find thar every way of a 
man is rioht in his own Eyes, Prov. 21.2. The 
Aduiterer thinks his folle» waters (weet, 
and his bread eaten in ſecret pleaſant, and 
knows aot that the dead are there, and that 
the gueits of that Vice are in the cepths of 
Hell. The Libertine rejoyces 12 his youth, 
and walks in the ways of his heart, and in the 


ſight of his eyes, and conſiders not, that for 


all theſe things God will bring him into judg= 
ment, The rich man's wealth is his ſtrong 
City, and as an high all 12 15 own concett, 
and he is wiſe in his own ejes, 1n preparing 
thus for his ſecurity : But alas, bis riches will 
not profit him in the day of wrath, and he that 
truits in them ſhall fall. And thele are not 
the onely Perſons under a miſtake ; there 
iS 4 juit man too that periſheth in his righte- 
oaſnefi, But though Men may be decei- 
ved, who too often look no further than 
the out-ſide and appearances of things , 
God who pondereth the Heart, diſcerns 
their Errour : He knows we are partial 
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Judges ofgur own Tranſactions, and may 
be bribed and corrupted to pals a favourae 
ble Sentence 1n an. 111 Cauſe wherein our 
ſelves are intercited : He ſees thoſe Fail- 
ings and Corruptions in us, which we 
over-look, and does not ſo well approve, 
is nct ſo fond of us, as we conceit. So 
that, as nothing is more common and fa- 
miliar than this Couſenage of our ſelves, 
ſo nothing 1s more dangerous ; eſpecially 
when the miſtake les in the Opinion of 
our Ways. 

Whar a diſmal thing is it for vs to be 
journeying to Ruine and eternal Miſery, 
and yet go chearfully on, in a belief that 
we'are ſtill at a greater diſtance from it ; 
to conclude our ſelves juſt at the Gare of 
Heaven, and find at laſt that we are upon 
the Confines of Hell. We have in holy 
Writ, many deplorable Inſtances of Men 
pleaſing themſelves in their conceited Safe- 
ty, when their Danger was imminent ; 
When marrying ard giving in mariiage, was 


the Buſineſs of the World iz the days of 


Noah ; as if by the cncreaſe of their Poſte» 
rity, they deſigned it ſhould remain for 
ever, to inheric their Poſleſſions ro Eter- 
nity ; who expected that they ſhould be 
{wept away by a ſudden Detzge, and 


eveir places know them no more ? 
| W hen 
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When the Sun was riſen upogy the Earth 
in the day of Sodoww”s Overthrow , who 
could have believed that he was then to 
take his Farewel of that City , that thoſe 
were the laſt Smiles his Beams ſhould 
caſt upon it, and that its Glory, ſhould 
decline before his ſetting ? There was no- 
thing diſcernable jn the Face of. the Sky, 
from whence they could preſage the ap- 
proaching Storm. Which made Loz*s Sons- 
in-law, as much trifle with the Predictions 
of their ' Father, as they rhought he did 
with their belief ; they could not fear that 
a Day introduced with ſuch a glorious 
Prologue, and whoſe firſt Scene opened 
{o delightfully,ſhould have ſuch a Tragical 
Cataſtrophe. But while they and their 
Fellow-Citizens, were pleaſing themſelves, 
as David did in his Proſperity, with the 
fancy of an unalterable Eſtabliſhment, and 
thinking on nothing but Peace and Safety, 
behold a ſudden Deſtruction came upon 
them, when it was not in their power to 
eſcape, and tco late they bewailed the Pu- 
niſhment, who made a mock at the Sin 
that had occaſioned it. Thus unhappily 
do Men, like the effeminate Agag, flatter 
themſelves with an Opinion, that the bit- 
terneſs of Death is paſt, when it 1s juſt at 
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ſpel, promgle themſelves many Days, when 
they have not a Night to live. Theſe 
are Tragical Relations, but we may find 
a more Melancholy Account of Perſons 
deceived in a Concern more conſiderable 
than this tranſitory Lite ; even in the im- 
portant matter of Salvation and Life eter- 
nal. Of this number were the foolith 
Virgins, St. Matth. 25. 11. they expected 
Entrance into Heaven, and doubtle!s i: 
fairer Pleas for it, than many of us can 
make, 

They had Lamps, which argued ſome 
Light and Heat in their Converlarion ; 
they accompanied the Wiſe with the fame 
Deſign of meeting Chriſt, which implied 
their being of the Communion of Saints 
on Earth ; and therefore, came very con- 
fident of Admiſſion into that in Heaven, 
and cry*d, Lord, open to 1, as it they were 
injured to be kept out at all, and that the 
Gate muſt immediately fly open on the 
notice of their Arrival. But they found 
themſelves miſtaken, the Bridegroom dif- 
owned them, and declared, He kzew then 
z20t, Thus were they diſappointed of their 
Hope in reſpe&t of ther Final Eſtate and 
Station, and that through a confident O- 
pinion of their Safety. For what Sexeca 
{lays of Wiſdom, is as true of Happineſs, 

It 
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it would be eaſily attainable, if Wen did 
not hinder their enquiry aſter it, by think- 
ing it their own already ; for they who 
are thus whole in their own Opinions, vvill 
never be perſwaded that they have need of 
« Phyſician, nor conſult his Skill, till they 
are paſt its help. Our bleſſed Lord tells 
us of many vvho in the laſt Day, vvill 
come to him for Entrance into his King- 
dom, and alledge that they have propheſied 
tn his Nane, and in his Name caſt out De- 
wils, and in his Name done many wonderful 
works : But all the return they ſhall re- 
ceive , vvill be this profeſſion, 1 rever 
knew you, depart from me ye workers of int- 
quity, With vvhat Confuſion can vve 
think theſe Men will be ſcized, to find 
themſelves ſo deceived in reſpect of their 
eternal Welfare ; That neither the Ex+ 
cellency of their Preaching to others ſhall 
ſecure themſelves from being cait away : 
Nor their Prophetick foreſight of Events, 
prevent their impending Ruine ; nor 
their working Miracles, help to cfiect their 
own Salvation ; nor their caſting out De- 
vils, tend to diſpoſleſs Sataz of his Intereſt 
in their Souls? That no regard ſhall be 
had to their exquiſite Parts, their enlight- 
ned Apprehenſions, profound Judgments, 
and Eminency in the World : But that 

notwith- 
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notwithſgnding theſe Pretenſions , and 


their being no Strangers to the Name of 


Chriſt; when they come to plead their 
Acquaintance, and to knock at Heaven, 
they ſhall be ſent away aſhamed, and nor 
prevail to have the Claim they judged fo 
plauſible, admitted ? What then may we 
think will become of us, who have no ſuch 
Arguments in our behalf, if Men of theſe 
Qualifications can miſcarry ? Should not 
we-think al! the Time and Conſideration 
weare Maſters of, too little to employ in 
thinking on our Ways ; and that our moſt 
deliberate Thoughts would be too curſory 
and tranſient, as well as all our Days too 


ſhort and fugitive, for rhe performance of 


a Duty that will everlaſtingly concern us ? 
Is it not then time that we ſhould with all 
Seriouſneſs apply our ſelves to reduce 
theſe Rules to prattice, to think judici- 
ouſly upon our Ways ; and while we are 
employed in working out our Salvation, by 
this means, to do it with fear and trembling, 
leſt we ſhould take wrong meaſures 1n it ; 
and by miſtaking the means, fail of ob» 
taining the end : and while we think oar 
ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all our paths 
are peace, go on unapprehenhve of the 
Danger and Deſtruction to which they 
trend ? 

And 
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And now, having gone oves the Mo- 
tives obliging us to the Performance of this 
Duty ; that no Age may think it ſelf ex- 
cuſed from this Employment, in which 
the young and the old are equally con- 
cerned ; let the following Sedioz be a Re- 
membrancer to both. 

The P/almiit implies a'neceſſity for 4 
young man to cleanſe his way, 1n preſcribing, 
his taking heed thereto, as the means and 
beſt Cathartick, P/almz 119. 9. 

And indeed this is a Work very ſuita- 
ble to their Age, becauſe it ought to be 
begun betimes. As therefore they are to 
remember their Creator, {0 they mult think 
on the Correſpondency of their Ways to 
his Commands, i» the days of their youth, 
when the Reflection will be moſt eaſily 
made, as having but a little time to look 
back upon, a ſhort Hiſtory to recolleCt; 
and when it will be moſt advantageous 
too, in an early precaution , directed to 
prevent their wandring in the Journey 
which they have before them. - But per- 
haps this may not reliſh with thoſe whoſe 
active Blood finds a free Circulation 
in their Veins, whoſe quick and lively 
Spirits labour under no Oppreſlion, and 
therefore think themſelvas in an Age fitter 
for Action, than Deliberation ; and that 
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"tis a Pwperer Seaſon to grown their 
Heads with Roſe-buds, than to trouble them 
with Cares, and believe they have Time 
enough in ſtore to allow many Days to 
Mirth and Youthful luſts, and yet leave a 
ſufficient Space for being Serious and Con» 
ſiderate. Theſe rhink they are early at 
their Duty, if they ſettle their Thoughts 
when their Blood begins to ſtagnate, and 
become grave and ſ{crious, when they 
grow dull and heavy, and that the fitte(t 
Seaſon for 1h:nking os their Mays, will be 
when Age hath rendred them unfit for 
any but ſuch Melancholy Entertainment. 
But alas , what Security can they give 
themſelves of arriving at that Time? 
What Office is there to Aſſure their Lives 
to ſuch a Period ? Is Youth any more 
proof againſt Mortality than Age ? Nay, 
145 it not rather more ſubject to it? We 
know Flowers are with greater eale nipt 
in the Bud, and broken from their tender 
Stalks; than when they are full blown, 
and an addition to their Age, hath withal 
.encreaſed their ſtrength. And every Char- 
nel-houſe will preſent us with as many 
Skulls, that ſtill retain thei Hair and 
"Teeth, as that had loſt thoſe Ornaments, 
before they ſaw Corruption. For there 
are thole who dze iz their fall flrength, or 

Wo as 
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as *tis in the Hebrew, in the firength of 
their pertection ; with their Breaſts full of 
Mzll:, and their Bones moiſtued with Mar- 
row, as well as thoſe who go ſapleſs to the 
Grave, and are Skeletons before they die. 
Tlie Life of Man hangs upon very ſlender 
Filaments, and a thouſand Accidents,which 
no Wiſdom can foreſee, no Power pre- 
vent, are always breaking them. He that 
rejoyces in his Yourh, may like Dzagoras, 
be flifled with his Laughter : Nay, the 
Paſſions he indulges may be mortal to 
him. Fear may kill him, as it did Her- 
rennus. Grief may ſtrangle him, as it did 
Plantizus, and be may hke Syla, vomit out 
his Blood and Soul together, in a Tran- 
ſport of immederate Anger. 

Nay Leath armed with no other Wea- 
pon, than a Grape-ſtone, the Bone of a 
Fiſh, a Fly, a Hair, or his own Spittle ; 
may take him from the World, before he 
hath had any Enjoyment of it. So that 
there is nothing ſo feeble and contemptri- 
ble, but may be as fatal to him, as if the 
Poles ſhould crack, and bury him in the 
Ruines of the Univerſe. 

But if he eſcapes theſe Caſualties, he 
hath an Enemy within, much more perni- 
cious to him ; the Conſtitution of his Bo- 
dy, which conſiſts of ſuch Materials as are 


always 
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always jaTirſg and at variance among 
themſelves ; and in this, as in all other ci- 
vil Diſcords, which ever FaCtion gets the 
better and becomes predominant , the 
whole Republick is a Sufferer, and the 
Conquerour, like Samp/oz pulling down 
the Philiſtize*s Palace,is himſelf involv'd in 
the general Deſtruction. 

*Tis therefore a necefſary Caution, that 
we ſhould not boaſt our ſelves of To-morrow, 
becauſe we know not what a aay may bring 
forth, Prov.27.1. 

VVe- know not with what Births the 
Womb of Time may be pregnant, or of 
what Events a few Hours may be de- 
livered. And when we are not ſecure of 
a Day, nay cannot command an Hour, or 
arreſt a Minute to wait for us ; ſhall we 
promiſe to our ſelves length of Days, and 
encreaſe of Years, even to old Age? 

If they who depend upon To-morrow 
for the improvement of their Worldly 
Fortune , fall under reproof, Jam. 4. 13. 
W hat rebuke do they deſerve, who Jefer 
toemploy themſelves 2 thinking on their 

7ays, to a remoter Day, and talk as con- 
fidently of futurity, as if it were at their 
diſpoſal ? Whereas they ought to ſay, If 
the Lord will, we ſhall live and think upon 
our Ways. For Faith unteigned and ſin- 
| cere, 
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cere Repentance are not Things that grow 
within their own Incloſures, they are not 
their Menials, that they ſhould be ſo well 
commanded t6 go and come at a word, like 
the Centurion's Souldiers. Theſe are part 
of God's Prerogarive, to diſpoſe of as he 
pleaſes, and Men cannot determine the 
time wherein they will believe and re- 
pent, and withal be ſure to find acceptance. 
Can we think it reaſonable that we ſhould 
conſume the Bloſſom of our Days in the 
Drudgeries of Sin and Satan, and reſerve 
our withered decrepit Age for the Ser- 
vice of God, or that he will be contented 
with it ? Shall theStrength of our Parts and 
Spirits, the beſt of our Time and Subſtance 
be ſpent in riorows living, and God only 
be thought on, when we can ſin no more ? 
When our Liberty is reſtrained by ſome 
bodily Diſtemper, and our Power ſuſpend- 
ed by ſome enfeebling Languiſhment ? 
When the whole courſe of our Lives hath 
been a Carriere to Hell , will the ſhort Re- 
flection which our remnant of Time will 
ive us leave to make, ſuffice to think ef- 
R-Qtually on our Ways, and exerciſe our 
ſelves aright in a Duty which we have ſo 
rarely praCtiſed ? Habits are the ſource of 
Humane Actions, and a habit, the School- 
men tells us, cannot be contracted, bur by 
| repeated 
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repeated Aﬀfts, and there is only one Help 
and. Succour- againſt a vicious PraQtice, 
and that is the contrary Cuſtom ; and then 


what will become of him who hath not 


time for ſecond Thoughts, and a review 
of his- paſt Life ? If any one ſhall objxe& 
the Caſe of the penitent Thief ; there are 
Anſwers as obvious as the Inſtance which 
will ſuperſede the trouble of reciting 
them ; and we may as well urge the ne- 
ceſlity of being in his Circumftances, as to 
the manner of his Death ; as argue for the 
Acceptance of a late Penitent from the 
time of his Converſion. 

It will be more beneficial ro conſider 
how many Souls have miſcarried upon this 
account, than to truſt to it. 

While they have adjourned the Sefſion 
of their Thoughts for examining their Ways, 
Death hath often interpoſed , and called 
them to another Inquiry, betore they had 
begun their own : While they have ho- 
vered in ſuſpence between their Reſolves 
and the execution of them ; like St. Paul 
in his fra7ght between Life and Death, the 
fatal Night wherein no man can work, hath 
puta ſtop to their Proceeclings, and ſhur 
ticm up in endleſs Darkneſs. And thus 
they have become like one who falls 


haſtily to his Meat, with deſign ro crave 


a Bleſ- 
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a Bleſſing after he is filled, butgis choaked 
with the firſt Morſel, for a puniſhment 
of his negleft. But we muſt not think 
to deal with our Lives, at 7 zlly did with 
his Orations, and leave that part to the 
laſt, which ſhould firſt employ our 
Thoughts , for it will be with different 
ſucceſs ; and though he received Applauſe, 
we ſhall incur a Check, Let it then be 
our Wiſdom, to know in our preſert day, the 
things belonging to our peace, leſt they be 
hidden from our Eyes before the next, Let 
us think upon our Ways while we are 
young, and we ſhall have the leſs to do 
when we are old. And all ſuch young 
Men who ſhall conſcionably ſet about the 
praQtice of this great and neceſſary Duty, 
ſhall find the Word of God declaring his 
Approbation of their Doings ; and that 
their being thus ſober minaed, in thinking 
early oz their ways, will be more their Glo+ 
ry, than all their Strength and Vigour. 
But if this Employment 1s {9 much the 
Buſineſs and the Ornament of Youth, it is 
more requiſite and becoming in Age. If 
the uncertainty of living” ſhould haſten 
oung Men to perform it ; the certainty 
of dying ſoon, ſhould oblige the old not 
co defer it. Their having been long Tra- 
vellers .in the way of all the Earth, gives 
K 2 them 
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them reaſog fo believe they are near their 
Journeys end. 'The untiling of the Roofs, 
the decay of the Windows , the failure 
of the Pillars, and the general impairing 
of the Fabricks of their Bodies, are ſad 
Prognoſticks of their fpeedy fall ; and fure 
it will be high time to provide other Ha- 
bitarions for their Souls againſt their earth- 
by Fabernacles are diſſolved ; high time 
to think in what Way they are going, be- 
cauſe if not quickly done, they will be paſt 
the advantage of it, and loſe the Oppor- 
tunity of reforming their Errour, if they 
find they have gone wrong. 

Beſides, their Parts have been long upon 
the Theatre of this World, and they have 
. more tothink upon, than thoſe who made 
their Exit ſooner, which makes it a greater 
Task to look ſo far behind them, to their 
firſt entrance, and think conftderately on 
all the Excellencies or Miſcarriages in their 
Aftion all the while, wherefore they muſt 
begin this Buſineſs quickly, leſt they 
fhould want leifure to diſpatch it; and the 
rather, becauſe this is probably the time of 
their own prefixing for this Work ; for 
either they reſolved never to think «pox: 
their ways, or todo it now at leaft : and 
indeed now their Hindrances are not '{0 
great Or many as 1n their youth ; the weak- 
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neſs of the fleſh betrayed therth then to ſin, 
but now with-holds them from it; the 
Vanities of the World , have now loſt 
their alluring Charms; ſo that nothing 
but the third Enemy of Mankind, the De- 
vil, can diſſuade them from this excellent 
Employment , and even he hath not 16 
much to work upon, nor can lay ſo man 
Baits as formerly, to withdraw and di 
vert them from it. 

Since Man at his beſt eitate is altogether 


' wazity, and the whole courſe of his life is 


walking in a vain ſhadow , ſhould he not 
deſire to know how frail be is ? Should he 
not conſider his many Failings and Devia- 
tions, and whether hehath already begg'd 
God's pardon for them, and reformed his 
Errours, or hath it yet todo ? If he 
hath already diſpatched that Buſineſs, with 
what Complacency and Satisfa&tion will 
he review the Hiſtory of his Life ; when 
either he finds no AC of his upon that Re- 
cord, which can juſtly bring a Bluſh into 
his Face, and obſerves no Day of his Life 


. that he could wiſh forgotten, but takes as 


much delight in reflecting on his paſt- 
time, as he did in ſpending it, or where he 
had committed any Faults, ſees the Pages 
wherein they were regiſtred, blotted over, 
and no remembrance of them preſerved 

K 3 eq 
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to his diſadgafitage ; will it not be time 
well ſpent in lo ſatisfactory an Employ+ 
ment of his Thoughts ? Or if he finds his 
old Tniquiries ſtill chronicled, the ſtains not 
waſhed away with. penitential Tears, nor 
the Score wiped off by God's forgiving 
Hand ; will not this remembrance of hs 
Ways make him aſhamed , and fill him 
withConfufion? Will it not ſend him imme- 
diately to the Throne of Grace to ſue his 
Pardon out, and never let him be at peace 
within himſelf, till God 1s pacified to- 
wards him for all that he hath done : And 
ſure the guilt which was the buſinefs of 
many years to contra, will coſt ſome 
time and labour in its removal, and he 
who hath at moſt but a few minutes left 
to perfeft that mighty work, ought not 
ro miſpend a moment, but husband: well 
the poor remainder of his days, which is 
the All he hath. to truſt- to, and while he 
enjoys a Being upon 'earth, employ it in 
the purſuit of a better life in Heaven. He 
ſhowd trim his lamp while it is burning, 
that if it be: poſhble, what hath hitherro 
caſt but a. dim and languid light, may ex» 
pire-in a glorious blaze. 

And if jt-hath not been his care'to have 
lived well in-his youth, he muſt bethe more 
juduttrious to-amend his life, that he = 
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dye well in his Age; and thatgat laſt by 
following the righteous 1n their ways, he 
may overtake them, in a reſemblance of 
their /atter end, It is not for us to perſiſt 
in our negligence, becauſe we have flipt 
the faireſt ſeaſon ; but we muſt rather re- 
deem the time by greater induſtry, that 
tho? we go forth weeping for our loſt oppor- 
tunities ; yet if we ſow good ſeed in the re- 
fidue of our days, we may return with joy, 
and bring our ſheaves with us. 

Nor ſhou'd the oldeſt non-proficient of 
us be aſhamed to begin to learn this Duty 
in his age, unleſs becauſe he did not earlier 
apply himſelf to the task ; but if he hath 
not practiſed it from his youth up, -he will 
find the greater reaſon to be ſtudious 1n it, 
when he is old. Since the hoary head is 4 
Crows of glory, if it be found in the way of 
righteouſneſs. -But for thoſe who are men 
in years to be babes in Chriſt, and (when 
for their time, they ou2ht to be Teachers) to 


have need of being taught, this 1s an 1gno- 


rance, than which nothing can be more 
unpardonable, but the perſevering in it; 
for ſhame ſhall be go him that refuſeth inſtru+ 
Fion,but he is in the way of life that keepeth it: 
and therefore we muſt make haſte to tate 
faft hold of it, before our fleſh and boates are 
Kg conſumed, 
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conſumed, [we mourn at laſt for the omiſ- 


ſion, F 
So far; arewe from having occaſion to 
ſeek refuge in excuſes for our late begin- 
ning to addi& our ſelves ro this excellent 
employment of thinking cn our ways, that 
it wou'd be inexcuſable to defer it longer. 
The man who hath ſpent moſt of his 
days in folly and extravagance, if at laſt 
he grows ſerious and reſerved, hath no 
reaſon to bluſh at his coming to himſelf, 
but at his being ſo long inſenſible. Such 

a folly and madneſs is a courſe of ſin, and 
if by a ſerious refleftion on our ſelves, and 
a manifeſtation given us, by the true light, 
of the reproveable impertinencies in which 
we are engaged, we awake out of our ſleep, 
and ariſe from the dead ; that is, forſake 
our ſinful ways, and put away the evil of 
our doings ; nothing will be liable to ob- 
jection in our amendment , but it's not 
hearing a more ancient date. 

- But at what tjme a ſinner thinks. upon 
-his ways, and turns his feet unta God's te- 
ſtimonies, there is a Jubilee,.in Heaven, 
and the \farther he is gone in a wrong 
.conme, and the more likely to be irreclar 
Mable, the more abundant is the Joy : and 
God's extraordinary fatisfation to find a 
yaz thay was loft, will obliterate the re- 
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membrance of his undutiful departure. The 
Prodigal was young when he left his fa- 
ther*s houſe, but he had conſumed much 
of his time as well as ſubſtance in livi 
from it, and yet he was not diſcoura 

in his age, to return to that place which 
the folly of his youth had tempted him to 
forſake ; but as ſoon as ever he came to 
himſelf, he put on reſolutions to go home, 
and we find he was not upbraided for his 
late ſubmiſſion, but the extravagancies of 
his youth rendred it more acceptable. To 
conclude this point, ſince the days of old 
men are bat few, and their weakneſſes have | 
been great and many, ler them endeavour 
to recover ſtrength before they go hence, and 
are no more, 

Now that neither young nor old may 
be hindred in the right performance of their 
Duty in thinking on their ways, let. us, if 
we can, make a diſcovery of thoſe obſta- 
cles and impediments that divert our 
thoughts from that employment : and ſo 
we ſhall be-the'better able'to remove them, 
and we ſhall find we are hindred partly 
through theſe following means, 

Firſt, through unworthy conſtructions 
and improvements of God*s patience and 
forbearance, whoſe great deſign and end 
Js to encourage us to this duty, and to /ead 

- as 
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ws to repentarf> ; but the wicked make not 
fuch-a profitable ule and happy-advantage 
of: it, 'but becauſe fontence againſt an evil 
work . is wot executed ſpeedily, therefore their 
beart':#s fully \fet to do. evil, Becauſe the 
Atheiſt blaſphemes Heaven, and 1s not 
blaſted with: its: Lightning ; becauſe the 
Swearer takes » God's Name' in vain, 
and 1s not immediately ſtruck dumb ; bee 
cabfe the Drunkard is not indeed turned 
intoa beaſt, for making himſelf like one, 
in his exceſs; becauſe the Adulterer does not 
always find a Phineas to ftab him in the 
midft-of his unchaft embraces ; hence it 1s 
that men become: ſo bold in finning, and 
{o daring, or at leaft fo inconſiderate and 
fooliſh, that they dally with damnation, 
and'play upon the mouth of Hell, as fear- 
leſs as the ſucking child on the hole of the 
Aſp,” and the weaned: child on the Cocatrice 
den, as if they fhou'd':not hart nor deftroy 
inthe ways of ſin, any more than 7» the 
boly-mountain, '' And while they live as if 
there! was not a'God; and do not find his 
Vengeance in the puniſhment of'their im- 
pieties , they are: confirmed in a disbelief 
of his Exiftence, Bur if while we are boaſt- 
ing of our ſelves, and glorying in our abili- 
ries, 'while our hearts are lifred-ufy and our 
os Sn, ix pride'; we ſhoud-like the 
King 
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King of Babylon, be checked*by a Voice 
from Heaven, and turned to feed among 
beaſts; if when we provoke God, the 
Earth ſhou'd ſwallow us up, as perſons 
unworthy to live upon it ; ſuch Judg-» 
ments wou'd teach others caution,and they 
wou'd no longer be high-minded, but fear, 
they wou'd not venture upon ſin, when 
they found it the way to ruine, -and that 
by indulging it, they made court to their 
own deſtruction. But becauſe God is flow 
to anger, and of great compaſſion, they are 
ready to demand, Who « the Lord, that 
they ſbou'd obey his voice, Becauſe he abth 
not willingly afflit# the children of men, there- 
fore they think he dorh not ſee, and that 
there is nv knowledoe in the moﬀ# Hogh. 

We find his ſilence made the wicked 
conclude him an Accomplice with them, 
and fanfie him fach a one as themſelves, and 
becauſe hedeferred hiscommp,therewereScaof- 


fers that asked, Where #s the promiſe "of vt ? 


Becauſe in the adminiſtrarions of his wrath 
be remembers mercy, and makes many pau- 
fes, bevauſe he whers is ſword'\, and bends 
his bow,  #nul makes ready bis arrows, and be- 
ftows fo much time in preparing the. in» 
ſtrumentrs of death, we are apt to flatter 
our felves, that he is not in carneſt," and 
hath no defign'to ufe them. But ay” 

the 
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the leaſt Mixture of ingenuity in the tem- 
per of our Souls, we ſhou'd fly to the em- 
braces of thoſe arms which have been fo 
long ſtretched forth, and not put that pa- 
tience to a farther tryal, whereof we have 


had ſuch repeated proofs. God forbid we 


ſhou'd incline rv ſo accurſed and dange- 
rous a Principle, as to continue in ſin, that 
Grace may abound , for it we refuſe when he 
calls, and regard not when he ſtretches out his 
hand; he will execute his fierce wrath upon us, 
and laugh at our calamity under it. 

A ſecond thing that obſtructs our think- 
ing on our ways 1s, becauſe we find ſome 
difficulty and trouble in reforming them. 
The pains of reſiſting Satan, and grappling 
with Corruption, are harſh and diſagree- 
able to fleſh and blood. When we are in- 
joyned. to mortifie our earthly members, to 
ſubdue our luſts and paſſions, we think 
the Command no leſs ſevere than that for 
Abraham to lacrifice his Son, and have not 
ſo near a relation to-him , that we can un- 
dertake it with his readineſs; when we 
come to ſhew our faith by our works, it ſcarce 
appears equal to a grain of muſtard ſeed. To 
be ſober and vigilant,that we be not devour- 
ed; to watch ana pray, that we enter not into 
zemptation; to keep a guard ppon our 
thoughts, our words, and aCtions, that = 
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donot goaſtray,or oftend inanpthyng;ſeems 
a task ſo toilfome and laborious, that we 
ſoon grow tired of the employment, become 
remiſs and carleſs in it, and cry with the 
Jews, behold what a Wearineſs it is? Mal. 
1.1}, and for this reaſon, inſtead of a pure 
offering which God requires, we ſacrifice 
corrupt things to 11m, the torn, the lame and 
the ſick, which inſtead of —y acceptance, 
bring a curle upon us. The itritneſs and 
ſeverity of a Chriſtian life, is the Lyon 5 
our way, that hinders our proficiency in it ; 
wecannot confine our ſelvesto the reſtraints 
it lays upon us, nor comply with the mor- 
tifications It 1njoyns; we look on it as aToke, 
without conſidering its eaſineſs, and we 
cannot bear it, though light, becauſe it 
is a burden, The thorny rugged path to 
Heaven offends and galls our teet, and we 
will not advance a ſtep towards it, unleſs 
we may have — to paſs through the 
delightful ways of an Earthly Paradiſe. 
Faſting is an unpleaſant entertainment to 
thoſe, who have uſed taemſelves to fare de- 
liciouſly every day; and a garment of Ca- 
mels hair would but ill agree with the ſoft- 
neſs and effeminacy of thole who have 
known nothing courſer than purple and fine 
linnen ; fo that, we go on without inter- 
ruption, in a {enfual courſe of life. And 

| while 
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while weglare not think upon our ways, 
to reform them for the future, we are more 
afraid to think upon them, to repent of 
what is paſt. For there we find nothing but 
2 melancholy, hideous proſpeCt , that fills 
us with anxiety and terrour ; to be rid of 
which, we diſmiſs our thoughts from that 
employment, and betake our ſelves to our 
merry inconſ[iderate life again, to divert 
our minds from the remembrance of what 
{o much difturbed them. But why ſhou'd 
we look ſo much at the hardſhips in our 
way, as not to mind the pleaſures at our 
journey's end ? Why ſhould we be more 
terrified with the difficulties and hazards 
of the Combate, than encouraged by the 
Triumphs that attend the Victory ? If we 
look to the Foy and the Crown deſigned for 
our .Reward, we ſhall not be weary nor 
atat tn our riiaas , nor fall under the E- 
phratmites diſgrace of turning our ſelves back 
#2 the day of vattel, We ſhall then fizbr, 
not as thoſe that beat the air, and run, not 
45 uncertainly ; but keep under our bodies, and 
brizig them tato ſubjection , which will be 
the only way to make them and our Souls 
to0, free indeed, And when the ſenſe of 
the acute pains, and extream throes in 
travail, nay the very remembrance of them 
too , is loſt in the fatisfaftion that « mar 
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child is born into the world; aj not the 
contemplation of our being bors again to «x 
inheritance in Heaven, enable us to go chear- 
fully through all that is uneaſie and pun» 
gent in our regeneration. 

And we have the afliſtance of theſe two 
Conſiderations towards the work. 

Firſt, That the enemies with whom we 
are to engage, cannot give us any long dis 
"+ ordan. x rome. will rag us | Font 
all their attempts, and the diſquietudes 
they occaſion, Our fins ſhall be buried in 
our Graves, beyond the hope of a Reſurre- 
Ction. Whereas we ſhall riſe from thence 
as clear from the ſpots and ſcars of thar 
nauſeous Leproſie, as Naaman was after his 
aſcent from Jordan. Then we ſhall have no 
more rebellious paſſions ro ſubdue,no more 
unruly luſts to curb ; no more obdurate 
hearts to vex us, no more unreaſonable ap- 
petites to diftraCt us, but having obtained 
a total victory, nay being more than conque- 
roars, we ſhall be at perfet? peace. 

For with our fleſh we ſhall put off all 
the failings and infirmities of it, that. pre- 
diſpoſed matter , which was fo eaſily 
wrought on to our prejudice ; and d 
our earthly inclinations, as Elijah did his 
mantle, when we are tranſlated from this 
world. And whatever hath been trou- 
bleſom 
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bleſom togis and an impediment to our 
pilgrimage in this life, ſhall not retard our 
- journey to the next, nor interrupt our 
pleaſures there : for whatever defileth, or 
worketh abomination, ſhall in no wiſe en- 
ter into our poſſeſſion, the City of the li- 
ving God. Let this thought therefore 
ſtrengthen and inſpirit us, to undertake 
the Combate reſolutely, and to fight un- 
der our Saviour*s Banner with the chear- 
fulneſs and bravery of thoſe Souldiers who 
perceive Victory declaring in their favour, 
and their enemies preparing for a ſpeedy 
flight, and diſabled for evermore to take 
the field againſt them. 

Secondly , Let us conſider , that it 1s 
more advantageous, as well as more hono- 
rable, to fight with courage -now, where 
the Battel will not continue long, than to 
be condemned to everlaſting Torments for 
our Cowardiſe, and have them that hate ws 
made Lords over -us, ?Tis better to enter 
into life halt and maimed, than having every 
part and member whole and unhurt, to be 
{ſentenced to erernal death : for this diſmal 
puniſhment is decreed for thoſe , who not 
regarding the illuſtrious Original of their 
Souls, meanly condeſcend to encreaſe the 
Devil's triumph by yielding themſelves his 


Captives. Is it not better ghea to ſtrive and 
take 
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afavlts,) than by;taine ſyubmifhons: © be- 
come ſharers in his condtmnation2 Is:it mot 
our intereſt ro encounter him here; though 
we are: ſometimes bruiſed -and; wounded 
itt the--unequal congreſs, rather! chan-1et 
- bira carty us :to- that--perditionþ to; which 
 he-is ſentenced) irrecayerably ? Thewarld 
hath adt wanted nftangesof men/wihahave 
_ choſen an: honourable death before:an igno- 

- Minious life ; who-amidft their'Tortires 
_ would not accept - deliverance ; that they #uinbt 
obtain better: reliunredtion. . And: ſhall not 
we, ;heing i compalſed about \with ſuch 'i.clbad 
of witneſſes, who. tiave led;the way;: fallow 
their. great Example, and-wax vehaur is 
this fight, (ince we know Wwelhall rarn:20 
flight: thier armies of. ther Atjens? Have nor 
we reafor to prefer :the-toil-and: bazard of 
ſuch;a Canflict,' before:a:life move. mntoler- 
-able than death in-all its terrors:6:Butrwhry 
ſhowd we apprehend the hard{lhips. afithis 
ſpiritual Warfare ,; which: will mantfhiiby 
degrees; and as) they: grow:more familrar, 
become els formidgble. ? The! Souldter by 
frequent. uſe; of Armour,.\grows jn{enfeble 
of its weight, that galled and wearied\him 
at: firſt>c.andotedchous: Marches [hntngry 
meaks;; dhert: fleep ;;-anth ſudden! Ajavnis, 
which once fatigued andharraſſedt himyate 
'atiafb his:diveyio VAI caimet- live 


Ou 
+ 


” \ 


446 | Anita Eiploy + oy 
SG >; whence thought tt death 
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.chgte igonotun ":foaſiat pleafiro compara- 


ry2QsFvtn he knowled "Fi its fincere'en- 


dedicate worhiss WHI,.." And :notting 
mbre neveſaryand cottdlueive'to this work, 
-vthan-toemploytte refletiand dire atsof 
/ - >  gourSollgdh: Tn eyoar 'wWayS!tharwe 
E  .. .  -maydiltover etrours; and'chrough 
th Wh. ia Folefſoen refice' of themn,/avord 
EVIERES: Mi wanderinps.'9 For if:we do'not 
FER echinkitipbn wurxvays; :we ſhall liveatran- 
PE ſtr nc riens ine0"Labyrinthrof {Abſtr- 

ty þ Las noalbger own: deſtrudtion : 
ah deliver us 22bur 
ricof ahi” Enaploymarnt” of 
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Ws lwerery 4 Rionall ur Wo Fi0- 
Z "os mp rpctng e theiff Paligon ; 
Hs. | bocdBdl: will once: 1(andithe Experi- 

7, -nihwis@afeandchardlefs)" we ſhall" find 


bjerwlthofe ſublitnatedsſoys the? Soution-! 
»deduiedroecomiend 7 ſelf* td God;\ oy | 
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Our: life and rs vil &« Meta». 
phor of.@/Way,; oth d-qur'-: * 
appetitesg.inclinarions; ions! deg thar; 
of. Feet, ithey- baving ih. the portoumence - 
of \ayr.a&ions the-ſame.office.thatsfeen bear: 
rk Atl of. our. badfes, — US" 

ciyardiin -all ouniways..+ Thus the:Pro- 
"FR inthe deſcripkian ofthe. wigkednels of 
7 ante ones forodeparr of, their/Charas. 
Qerythatphtirifee wete fiſt torflheed blood. 

.j;Thpr 5; their. defires;,and: welinations | 
ns an eager bent to Murdens and that: : 

ot the Spauſegidihrve wajneN mm feer, 
Then all, I defile hhems-3; iCantc5.134 mplies:, 
her having cleanſed and purihed herrrafte-) 
ctiqns;!4fter which they hs" .QUs;160 be 
agaza falied and; polluted, by,anyrandling-; 
t19n- £0j1mpietys Naw. ' Me Leftimonies 1 
of God are his Commandments, thoſe hos: 
ly 0 that have gnformed us what. is - 
ged . aud: agreeahle,;50 hifn, .and.what: 
wicked,.and diſplealingy and. injoined us.\ 
obedience to his. Will.in the practice,of the : 
one, anda. total abſtinence fromthe ather, . 
adding promiles of large rewards t0 encou- 
rage 1s, in the, performance of;;our, Duty, 
and threatnings of AIFeO, puniſhments: ko 
deterus from negleRigg it. Thus the; Law 
which Moſes {&t , before.-the Childecn .of 
Iſs ael,, is called , the Teſtimonies; aud. the 
Sear, and the udaments, which. he - ſpake. 
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rv wth 'And- is Dibigs 
-* cha hs! | dexrhbed; the 
EE EnrrL bot 
chu gf L'to I 6s al 
ways5" fo-hetpi bus Stavares and his C 
meats; F:0 and big Teft ime | 
ner;lag'it Rwritten inthe Law 'of: Moſes 
oy Sher of 06 hep 18 ll thog- dorf, ;-and+ 
ther "Pao ſEot le, 1 ' Kings 
2.96 "\Frotyall Sragegits:? ſhall perceive, - 
hy ing outfect unto God's Tefti- | 
monit 'ſ meant © 
. Firſty Oy "examining and Val of 
our ways By- cothparing them\wit | 
Com «SUIT 
-Sepondiy, Our arjeriding; them; ; by mi 
king them conformable'ro't ſ di ;" 
the ning being ex reſſive of both 
cheſt rieuons;ii And: wo if we turn; as 
God vomeialds os, 20 the Law 4nd to the. 
E: THtimony; "We ſhall find it! * light: *Wa#4 0 aw"? 
- . febt, andtieifienthorn toow paths, ifi each" of” 
cheſt "pefÞpects':;” for the Commardrvent' ts 
FOO the Law 4 light; direfting us to the ' 
| *& nd diſcoyery of- Sin By the 
rein t 
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. inſtruction; we ſhall think &f- 
 ftudlly*6h'our ways,'we ſhall fee-how 
cxaQtyp wehave walked by + the rule'of Life 
pre is; of- whetein we have ſwers 
ved aft-veried-from i it. $' Teſtimores 
wit be Brnderſecs of his zaſyre and" oor 
obedience } 
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odedience: they will ſhew uwwhether we 

| have walked Godly, righteouſly and. faberly 

| in this preſent world, in reſpett of him, our 
\\- neighbour, and ourſelves, or have broke 

looks from the reſtramts,' and over-leaped 

the fences of Religion:,-in impiety ,''\inju- 
ſtiee,* or intemperance. -And if we: tutn- 
ourifeet unto ' God's Teſtimonies an this | 
ſenſe ; we' ſhall quickly turn them in the 
othey. We ſhall make hafte and not delay to 
keep his Commandments, that is, to pay an 
entire obedience to them for the future in 
doing all that they require, and abftainin 
from whatever they forbid, fTr9t: 
| Now #1 this turning confifts the: whole 
work and buſineſs of 'repenrance unto Sal- 
vation , ſuch a repentance'as will need no 
repenting of : for this includes Ayerſion 
and Converſion, the neceſſary qualificati- 
ons of-it-; for Repentance (as the Original 
word imports) is a change of mind for the 
better, fuch a change as prevails upon the 
actions to accompany it-, for the Greek 
Verb'fignifies to be wiſe-after the commiſ- 
ſion of art errour , upon due refletion and 
ſerious thinking on our ways, as David de- 
clares he was, We know repentance hath . 
properly its operation, where there hath 
been the habit of ſome fin, and ina mind, 


if not wholly, in ſome fort averſe to , 
Vertu upd ke jnfhamuch this i doth, © 


L 3 | ot 


15p1 {.honghto.pell \Etaploy dit i Or, \ 
novapplyigiſgt; to:clic prattict of 1t;>if0r;c 
exervat body afhicg's but. onthe ganprasy i 
ather.gves it ſelf; wp to be. gave ned: by-+ 
rey d to fatjow? its0wn go yentigns. : 
Nog=aihen-: 6/9 wWays,:and- 
the reflettion: repreſents to '0ur winds. the! ; 
evil.of tach: doings, and rakes oj; the affe-71 
con and-'tendency iwe*had toghems Mar 1: 
kink us put on reſolutions Pp forfake:rhem; ; 
this 4s\properly a-turning.;trom them ; and. 
the:Plalmiſt means:it as one part-of the: res -. 
ſult andcbnſequencegfy his thinkingion, his 
ways;' that: he.turned his feet-from the evil, © 
of them. This .6:the term from,whence /; 
we-are/ to 'begin:ourprogreſs;.in the,ways 
of Gvdlinels, - tha wopſrdering and turning; ar 
wayi from: all the tranſgreſſions that we | ns | 
committed, Ezek; 18 .:28, But -then there, 
mult be'the:termito,which we. are to, move 
ourrepetance from deed, works, mult tepmi- 
nate 1n! ſerving the living God, and make . 
his'te(tymonies our delight and our Cagniſellors 
todireQ-our ways... , , 4, 193 
And when weare'inthis good and right : 
way: to:Salvation, we mult go-vigoroully 
on:; for if we once ſtand ſtill, it will be i: 
the way of ſinners, and we ſhall quickly go 
aſtray again among thoſe obeſe 'WA4Ys-,4re 
crooked, 'and they fromard in their paths, i Nor. 
may we at all look back upon our former 
' ways, as Lot's Wite did onfSodom , with a 
fondneſs 
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Fonds and kin@ Temethbradts' 6f' vtient, 
with eericern and” redu@aney for quitting 
'them;” fot this will be”an ar GN hr 
we are not truly turned into Gots:TeMi- 
morikes\and if Our thoughrs-anr@affe@Hons 
-axeddot #1 a dire AQ, looking? towards 
'WR8m\” Gut Lord/ will 'nd "more receive” us 
thart the Samaritans wou'd our Saviour, be- 
-Cale his face Hs a ' phough he mould go fo 
Feaſullon | 
'The-Word Py La of God'is the Rule 
that muſt -guide our ways, if we. deſire to 
walk hambly and acceptably- with tim ; he 
hath ſhewa'us init hat i good; and: Peteaten 
"his whole counſel"to 44.» Aha if we have re- 
& [pet unto theſe his wa 4s, 1 the-s uidance/ and 
irection 6f our owh;” we ſhall be'iſirenor 
t6'be miſtaken in Them: 'For the" Law-of "the 
'Lort# is perfect converting the Sbub;! aid his 
Teſtimony i ſure”, \'mkihg wiſe the imple. 
The keeping his Pretepits made'David wi- 
fer thin'the aged, and gave him more under- 
ſanding than his Teathers, "And hisS:itares 
muſt needs rejolte our hea#ts roſee our ſelves 
infuclya "certain way'ro-Happineſ,-when 
His Evirimandmetits, have: entig egjad. » ONY 
eget lre:find it, '- Andcif owe we'd: be ace | 
quainted with all Keven our-ſeatts Favilts%; 
and keep back from the dominion of pre- 
ſumpruons ſins. 4 gun; live*: 72nocent from 
the great Tranſerpions ; from the Teſtimo- 
nies 


Thoughts well Empliy'd: &. 


niecafoun cd we-ſball receive theſe-bes' 
ſhall. be; b from. 
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—— <<prelhs oo Sa 
Rather hong of ns of ime 
wither #5 81-148 him | to direct his ſteps, 4 ! 
goings are of the Lord; We may. yery-Whal 
.put the queſtion, How ay IEEE | 
Zand is qun way,?.. Prov. 20. 24. But the Fr 
Anſwer is as ready,t tit muſt be by 2 7 
inghimelf to him that/giverh wſdoas, and. | 
out-of whoſe mouth cometh Gs 4314 andere ay 
fanding, Prov. 2. 6, for the preparations of 
the beart.iu man, aud the anſwer of the tong 

is from the Lord, and he will dirtlt 4 i, 
work, tin trath. 

. Let us beſeech him therefore who know: 
etyll our thoughts, {o to dirct and guide 
ay L..in the knowledge and diſcovery. of 
- Way's, tbat no paſt evil in them, may 
ocanogr obſervation.and repentance ; and 
that no.inadyertency vor negleft may ſuffer 
them tobe corrupted. by future errours ; 
but that he will pleaſe. ſoro order.ght aths - 
by the influence of his nlp Wot Z+ +) 
Tis /ithat Hawnay Helly BAr-AAFD mays pd 
£6. 4,5 ge” bp chemghr 
Cut our: og Amen. \\.: _ 9 IEOP 
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